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OIT Comments on... 





Blanket Licenses Save Time 


Exporters shipping the same commod- 
ity requiring an export license to two or 
more customers located in the same 
country may submit a blanket license 
application to cover all orders hejd at a 
given time, thus reducing the amount of 
paper work required by the exporter. 


Licenses issued in such circumstances 
are known as Blanket Licenses (BLT), 
and the procedure under which they are 
issued is set forth in Section 375 of the 
Comprehensive E x port Schedule. Al- 
though previously limited in use to ‘‘R”’ 
and specified ‘‘RO’’ commodities, the 
BLT procedure since February 12 has 
been applicable to all Positive List com- 
modities with the single exception of rice. 

For example, Company ‘A’ exports 
radio tubes, classified under Schedule 
B 707805. It has a number of customers 
in Belgium and may receive orders for 
radio tubes from many of them at the 
same time. Instead of submitting sepa- 
rate license applications for each order, 


it is only necessary that the company 
file a single application showing the total 
quantity to be shipped, accompanied by a 
list, in duplicate, of the proposed con- 
signees and the amount requested for 
each. 


A survey has shown that only 94 new 
applications for blanket licenses were 
processed by OIT during the period 
April 1-24, and only 1 covered any of 
the commodities recently added to the 
procedure, indicating that the trade may 
not yet be fully aware of the time- 
saving benefits to be derived from the 
use of this procedure. 

The 94 applications, however, included 
731 consignees; thus the trade was re- 
lieved of filing, and OIT of handling, 637 
individual applications. 

This is substantial evidence that use 
of the Blanket License procedure can be 
exceptionally economical to both OIT 
and the trade, from the standpoint of 
saving paper and time. 





Transfer of Portuguese 
Civil Airline Under Way 


The Portuguese Government is plan- 
ning to transfer its subsidized airline, 
Transportes Aereos Portugueses (TAP), 
to private control. The line operates 
within Portugal and to the country’s 
colonies, as well as to other countries. 


Transfer to private control has been 
a major transport policy goal since 
formation of TAP in 1944. The Govern- 
ment requested bids in 1951, but these 
were rejected. Then it became known 
that the Government had decided to 
encourage the formation of a new com- 
pany through financing provided by 
Portuguese shareholders, including over- 
sea territorial governments, principal 
banks, and shipping countries. (See 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, Apr. 27, 
1953, p. 30.) 

The Lisbon press stated in mid-March 
that the Government had officially ap- 
proved the plan of granting an airline 
concession to a national company in the 
process of formation. The proposed leg- 
islation was later published in full in the 
press on March 29. The preposed decree 
has not yet been made effective by publi- 
cation in the official gazette, but observ- 
ers believe that the final text will 


follow that of the draft with only minor 
exceptions. 

The proposed concession is for 20 
years, but may be exteridéd for 10-year 
periods. Negotiation of the concen 
is not to affect maintenance of present 
services. 


British Firm Awarded TV 
Contract by Radio Tokyo 


A British firm has received a contract 
from Radio Tokyo to équip its tele- 
vision station, according to the Finan- 
cial Times of London of April 18. 


In competition with several other 
manufacturers, including a number of 
U. S. companies, Pye, of Cambridge, has 
been awarded a substantial contract to 
supply television equipment for Radio 
Tokyo. 

During the coming months, three 
camera chains and the associated con- 
trol equipment, all of which W will operate 
on the American system, will ‘be shipped 





to Japan. The station will in opera- 
tion next year. 

Pye has been active in aining ex- 
port orders for overse services 


in course of either establishment or ex- 
pansion. Recently the wa. obtained 
a £70,000 order from 
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Cuban arrivals of lard and rendered 
pork fat during the first quarter of 
1953 amounted to 37,663,000 pounds, a 
decrease of more than one-third from 
the 59,472,000 pounds imported during 
the like period in 1952. 

Imports of tallow and > (mainly 
inedible) in Jaunkty March 3 totaled 
8,700,000. pounds, an increase of 40 

ercent from first quarter 1952.—Emb., 

lavana. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 
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Retail Trade Sets New Record 





Canadian Economy Holds High Ground Recrhied in 1952 


The Canadian economy in mid-May was still extraordinarily active 
and prosperous, with production, income, and consumption holding the 
higher ground gained in the second half of 1952. 

Exports had declined, and external trade in the first quarter had 
swung from a condition of surplus to a substantial deficit. The premium 


on Canadian dollars had been sharply 
reduced as the result of the changed 
trade position and an outflow of capital 
in securities trade resulting from higher 
U, S. money rates. 

Generally, however, the position of the 
economy remained strong, and the out- 
look for the year as a whole continued 
bright. 

A record level of retail trade has 
marked business so far. Founded on 
the continued rise in labor’s income and 
the liberal use of credit, the heavy turn- 
over also reflects the influence of a mild 
winter and early spring in promoting 
demand for seasonal goods as well as 
other activity, 


Demand Shows Rise 


Both durable and nondurable goods 
have been in greatly increased demand. 
Household machinery has registered ex- 
cellent sales. Automobiles are experi- 
encing a record season, a development 
of special interest in view of the sharp 
decline in export business. The recent 
expansion of Canadian telecasting facili- 
ties also has given rise to new trade in 
television receivers. 

Inasmuch as production and imports 
have registered such large increases, 
some concern has been expressed re- 
garding the amount of credit outstand- 
ing, as well as the possibillity that in- 
ventories may be building up. These 
latter have shown some upward move- 
ment but as yet they do not appear to 
be excessive, 


Construction activity is another branch 
of the economy that weather has favored. 
With the defense plants built the em- 
phasis in this field is passing to residen- 
tial housing. Although money for mort- 
gage financing has become steadily 
tighter, and high costs are restraining 
effective demand, Government sources 
expect 1953 to be a near-peak year. 


The housing backlog, however, will 
remain large, so this important element 
in investment can be counted on to sup- 
port the economy for a considerable pe- 
riod. Projected amendments to the Na- 
tional Housing Act would increase the 
amount of loanable funds, as well as 
broaden the provision for Federal aid 
to local authorities for slum clearance, 

Industrial production in the first quar- 
ter of 1953 was about 11 percent higher 
than in the first quarter of 1952, and also 
somewhat above the fourth quarter of 
last year, according to the Canadian 
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Bank of Commerce index, The advance 
is well distributed, although the steel and 
metal-using industries have shown the 
largest increase. 


Metal Demand Up 
The defense program, now in _ full 


stride, and the increased pace in pro- 
duction of civilian goods are making 
heavy demands on Canadian steel out- 
put, which is setting a record of more 
than 4,000,000 tons a year. 

Supply of strategic metals has eased 
in many directions, continuing tight in 
only a few items; mine production as a 
whole continues very active. Great in- 
terest in new resources is being main- 
tained. New nonferrous prospects in 
eastern Quebec and New Brunswick have 
figured prominently in recent news. The 
Newfoundland Government has signed an 
agreement with a syndicate of British 
companies (Brinco) providing for ex- 
ploration rights in that Province. An- 
other large iron-ore deposit has been 
discovered southwest of Ungava Bay. 


Wage Income Higher 
With wages higher, labor’s income has 
been running well ahead of the level of 
last year, and this trend seems likely 
to continue during the summer and early 
autumn. Employers’ resistance to addi- 
tional demands is stiffening, however. 
Strikes this year have not been so long, 
nor have they involved as many workers 
as in the like period of 1952, but the 

labor outlook is not unclouded. 


A compromise settlement of the 80-day 
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strike of grain handlers at Vancouver 
and New Westminster was effected early 
in May, but the pressure of grain sup- 
plies makes it doubtful whether the ship- 
ments lost can be made up this year. 


The question of the disposition of Al- 
berta’s increasing supplies of natural gas 
has been in the national limelight as the 
result of proposals to pipe it to Eastern 
Canada through adjoining portions of the 
United States. 

The Federal Government has expressed 
its disapproval of this Eastern line until 
the possibility of an all-Canadian route 
has been explored. However, it has is- 
sued a 22-year permit to the Westcoast 
Transmission Co. to export reserves from 
the Peace River to the U. S. Pacific 
Northwest. The company now is at- 
tempting to obtain a franchise from the 
U. S. Federal Power Commission. 


Country Has Large Grain Stocks 

Declining food prices are stimulating 
consumption in some lines, but the farm 
outlook continues to be dominated by 
record stocks of wheat and feed grains. 
A maximum transportation effort is be- 
ing planned to move these stocks from 
country elevators before the new har- 
vest. 

The United Kingdom, Canada’s largest 
customer, refrained from joining in the 
new International Wheat Agreement to 
take effect at the beginning of the new 
crop year on August 1. The Canadian 
Minister of Trade and Commerce has 
expressed the opinion, however, that 
“Agreement or no agreement, Canada 
will compete for the British market and 
will be in as favorable a position to get 
a good share of the market as any other 
exporter.”’ 

Marketing problems in dairy products 
were avoided during the winter, but bur- 
densome supplies of manufactured dairy 
products are feared when production 
registers the usual seasonal increase. 
The reopening of the U. S. border to 
fresh Canadian meat has relieved the 
market of surplus pork. The reverse 
movement into Canada remains pro- 
hibited to exclude the disease vesicular 
exanthema., 


Anticipated beef exports to the United 
States have not materialized because of 
the price decline which also has tended 
to increase Canadian consumption. 

Exports to the United States in the 
first quarter increased over last year, 
whereas shipments to all other areas 


_ fell off. The total, at C$913,900,000, com- 


pares with C$1,001,800,000 in the first 
quarter of 1952. 

Imports registered a marked increase 
—to C$998,200,000 from C$916,100,000 a 
year ago. United States trade, with 77 

(Continued on Page 20) 
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Meat Packers Operating in Uruguay; 
Exports of Wool Tops to U. S. Down 


Foreign packinghouses in Uruguay, which had been closed since 
September 17, 1952, resumed operations on April 20, as the result of a 
settlement with the Uruguayan Government. 

Possibly the thorniest obstacle to a settlement was removed when 
the Uruguayan Legislature agreed.to the payment of the sums due the 


packers. Another inducement was the 
issuance of a decree placing the pur- 
chase of cattle in the stockyards on a 
free competitive basis, thus eliminating 
the previous purchasing schedule which 
had tended to favor the State-owned 
packinghouse. 


The same decree granted an official 
subsidy of 0.10 peso a kilogram on ex- 
ports of beef to the United Kingdom, pro- 
vided for a continuance of the favorable 
exchange rate of 2.25 pesos to the dollar 
on shipments of canned meat, and al- 
lowed for advances under certain con- 
ditions against beef awaiting shipment to 
destinations outside the sterling area. 


Slaughtering operations-have been light 
and confined mostly to canning grades, 
as foreign packers have been unable to 
meet the higher prices for fat cattle 
offered by the State-owned plant which 
enjoys a monopoly in the supply of fresh 
beef for the Montevideo market. How- 
ever, it is believed that this situation will 
ease. 


The reopening of the two American- 
owned packing houses helped to alleviate 
unemployment in the Capital district, 
while the reopening of the British-owned 
plant in Fray Bentos assumed even more 
local significance, because it is the prin- 
cipal industry in that city. 


U. S. Imposes Duties on Wool Tops 

Dismay in both Government and com- 
mercial circles was caused by the U. S. 
Treasury announcement on May 4 that 
countervailing duties would be applied 
by the United States on imports of 
Uruguayan wool tops as the result of 
preferential exchange treatment granted 
to this commodity by the Uruguayan 
Government. Actually tops have been 
moving to the United States in very re- 
duced volume during recent months, and 
they appear to have declined from their 
important position in late 1951 and the 
first months of 1952. 

Some local commentators, in fact, have 
pointed out that it might be a good time 
to reappraise the subject of industrial- 
ized wool products and consider the 
feasibility of returning to large-scale 
exports of greasy and washed wools 
which traditionally have been the prin- 
cipal source of Uruguay’s foreign ex- 
change earnings, especially dollars. 


Wool in general has been moving sat- ~ 


isfactorily, the United Kingdom being 
the heaviest purchaser. The effect of 
the countervailing duties on wool tops 
to the United States may not be clearly 
determined for some months, inasmuch 
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as inventories of wool of all types are 
nearly exhausted and the new clip does 
not begin until October. 


Shipments of wool of all types to the 
United States in April totaled 5,859 bales 
(of 1,050 pounds, greasy basis) of which 
only 1,021 were wool tops. Total wool 
shipments to other destinations amounted 
to 28,552 bales. Wool shipments to all 
destinations in the first 7 months of the 
wool year which began October 1, 1952, 
amounted to 179,118 bales, compared 
with only 26,685 bales in the correspond- 
ing period of the preceding year. Of 
this total, exports to the United States 
amounted to 51,360 bales of which 7,817 
were tops. 


Continuing its policy of extending and 
renewing trade agreements with Eu- 
ropean and adjacent countries the Gov- 
ernment signed, on April 17, a new agree- 
ment with the Federal Republic of Ger- 
many. The document includes a pay- 
ments agreement, and a commercial 
treaty providing for most-favored-nation 
treatment and for the establishment of a 
joint commission to carry out studies 
of problems arising from their applica- 
tion, 

A group of technical specialists from 
the International Bank for Reconstruc- 
tion and Development arrived in Monte- 
video in late April to study the 
Uruguayan Government’s application for 
a substantial loan intended to cover a 
broad plan for agricultural development, 
an extension of the country’s power sys- 
tem and improvement and modernization 
of its railroads. The total cost of these 
projects has been estimated by the Fi- 
nance Minister at $260,000,000, part of 
which presumably will be financed by 
internal bond issues. 


Imports From U. 8. Reduced 


As the result of sharply reduced im- 

rts, Uruguay had an export balance 
of about $18,000,000 in its trade with the 
United States for the first quarter of the 
current year. Vehicles and parts, ma- 
chinery in general, and raw materials 
accounted for approximately $6,000,000 
of total imports from the United States, 
which amounted to $9,000,000. As wool 
inventories are nearly exhausted, it is 
apparent that total imports from the 
United States in 1953 will fall far short 
of 1952 imports, which were valued at 
$60,000,000, 

Although Uruguay’s export trade has 
been proceeding at a generally satisfac- 
tory pace and general business con- 


ditions appear healthy, the value of the 
peso has been declining on the free mar- 
ket, reaching a low of 2.98 to the dollar 
on May 5. The most recent decline is 
attributed generally to pessimism about 
future sales of wool tops in the United 
States. 

The Ministry of Agriculture has an- 
nounced that the rice crop being har- 
vested will be the largest on record, the 
total yield being estimated at 55,225 
metric tons. Of this amount, between 
15,000 and 16,000 tons have been set 
aside for export, although the exportable 
surplus may actually be substantially 
larger than is anticipated. Rice exports 
in 1952 totaled 12,766 metrie tons.—Emb., 
Montevideo, 





Power Facilities in 
Mexico Expanded 


Hydroelectric plants were opened at 
Tlalixcoyan, Piedras Negras, and Ignacio 
de la Llave, Mexico, during the ‘first 
quarter of 1953. Work on the thermo- 
electric plant under construction at Med- 
ellin is progressing satisfactorily. This 
plant will supply the power demands of 
Veracruz and provide energy for future 
industrialization. 

The Government also proposes to unite 
all operating systems to assure unin- 
terrupted service, so that when one plant 
fails another can continue to supply 
power, and to permit pooling of operat- 
ing expenses, because some plants are 
not meeting such expenses and are caus- 
Government losses. The power plant at 
Dos Bocas probably will be incorporated 
with those of Alvarado, Anton Lizardo, 
and other plants in the Papaloapan River 
basin, as well as with that of the city of 
Veracruz, , 


Power Shutoffs Ended 
In San Jose Area 


The compulsory power shutoffs initi- 
ated in March by Cia. Nacional de 
Fuerza y Luz, which supplies the San 
Jose, Costa Rica, area were ended 
May 2, 

The company, hampered by decreased 
river flow during the dry season for its 
hydroelectric power plants, resorted to 
a 1-hour daily power shutoff on March 9, 
As the dry season progressed, power 
output declined, necessitating daily shut- 
offs of 3 hours beginning April 18, In 
the final week of restrictions, the shut- 
offs were raised to 4 hours a day. 


The rainy season now appears well 
under way and no further shutoffs are 
anticipated before early 1954, 


Installation of the proposed new 10,- 
000- kilowatt thermal electric - power 
plant is not expected to be completed 
until mid-1954, too late to alleviate 
the electric-power shortage during the 
1953-54 dry season, 
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$22 Million from MSA 
Allotted to Italy 


The allotment of $22 million to Italy 
to make possible expansion of the drive 
to increase productivity and production 
in Italian industry and agriculture has 
been announced by the Mutual Security 
Agency in Washington and Rome. 

Major provisions of the new program, 
developed by MSA and the Italian Gov- 
ernment, provide for the establishment 
of a revolving fund for loans to small 
and medium-sized industrial and distrib- 


. utive firms cooperating in the produc- 


tivity program and a special fund to 
stimulate construction of workers’ hontes 
by housing cooperatives organized by 
free trade unions. The workers’ housing 
program is intended to provide demon- 
stration projects of modern quality con- 
struction at the lowest possible unit 
cost. 


The new aid grant also will make pos- 
sible broadened activities of the Italian 


national productivity committee, con- ~ 


tinued support for the technical assist- 
ance program, establishment of a re- 
search and education fund to assist pro- 
ductivity projects in these fields, and 
necessary funds for Italian participa- 
tion in the European Productivity 
Agency established May 1 by the Or- 
ganization for European Economic Co- 
operation. 

To finance these segments of the ex- 
panded productivity program, the Ital- 
ian Government is setting aside the 
equivalent of $22 million in lira counter- 
part funds. 

Italy is the fifth Western European 
country to conclude a special produc- 
tivity agreement with MSA as pro- 
vided for by amendments to the agency’s 
legislation. Others are the United King- 
dom, Western Germany, the Nether- 
lands, and Denmark. 





Swedish Association Claims 
To Have First Business Radio 


The Goteborg Konsum (Consumer’s 
Association) of Goteborg, Sweden, which 
operates department stores, factories, 
and mills, has announced that it now 
has a radio broadcasting station for 


this district with a broadcasting radius 


of 25 miles. 

It is claimed to be the first “business 
radio” in the world, arid reportedly 
will save the Association money by en- 
abling it to broadcast to its 300 local re- 
tail outlets instead of using the tele- 
Phone. It is planned to broadcast on 


e ultrashort wavelength at regular 


hours so that all the shops can receive 
their announcements simultaneously. 





The roads and highways of Surinam 
have received little attention and, as a 
Consequence, those that are not sur- 
‘aced with asphalt are in bad condition 
during the rainy season, 


June 8, 1953 


~ 


ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Irish Budget Provides for Expenses 


To Be Paid From Current Revenue 


The Irish Minister for Finance, adhering te the principle that cur- 
rent expenses should be paid from current revenue, presented on May 
6 a budget for 1953-54 that provides no tax increases and no tax relief. 

Relying upon the buoyancy of receipts at current rates and im- 
proved economic conditions to produce £2 million more in current revenue 


than the £95.9 million realized last fis- 
cal year, the Minister proposed unspeci- 
fied economies of £3.5 million in admin- 
istrative services to bring the 1953-54 
expenditures, estimated at £102 million 
net, into line with anticipated revenue 
and still permit the payment of the 
£2.4-million wage award made to civil 
servants and other Government em- 
ployees heretofore held in abeyance._ 


Beyond these current items was a 
capital budget of £39.3 million that 
would require net borrowing of £363 
million. The Minister announced that 
a national loan would be necessary dur- 
ing the year, in anticipation that only 
some £7 million of this sum would be 
available through small savings and 
from social insurance and postal savings 
funds. 


Tax Review Planned 


Although no tax reductions were 
granted, the Minister stated that the 
Government proposed to initiate a re- 
view of the income tax structure and 
to modify the entertainment levy. The 
former has come under increasing criti- 
cism as being a deterrent to the modern- 
ization and expansion of industrial plant 
and equipment and as being inequitably 
distributed. A committee is to consider 
the incidence of direct taxation on pro- 
duction, 

The entertainment levy is to be re- 
vised to reduce the burden on lower 
priced admissions, but no increase of 
incidence of duty on any current ad- 
mission charge is to be made. Minor 
amendments also are to be made in 
various stamp duties to close loopholes 
and to provide relief in appropriate 
cases. 

These revelations brought both relief 
and disappointment. Data recently re- 
leased by the Department of Finance in- 
dicated a £15-million discrepancy be- 
tween estimated expenditures and 
anticipated receipts for the 1953-54 
fiscal year. Considering the already 
high rates of taxation, this deficiency 
caused almost universal concern among 
taxpayers as to how it would be cov- 
ered by the Minister for Finance, and 
his solution undoubtedly will be greeted 
with widespread satisfaction by that 
group. : 

On the other hand, disappointment 
will be felt by the various elements 
in the economy whose pleas for tax re- 
lief were not granted. The vintners’ 
association, whose sales of spirits had 
declined substantially because of the 





heavy taxes “levied by the previous 
budget, has made known its discourage- 
ment over the failure to reduce the 
levies on spirits. Spokesmen for the 
Civil Service have also expressed dismay 
that the arbitration award granting 
higher pay was made retroactive to 
April 1 instead of November 18, 1952, 
when the award was made, and have 
indicated their intention of endeavoring 
to obtain the additional 5 months’ 
increment. 


Tax Concessions Unlikely 


Rumors that the Government would 
provide tax concessions to make the 
budget an election document have not 
been confirmed. At the same time, fail- 
ure to ameliorate the heavy incidence of 
taxation or to reduce the portion of the 
national income appropriated by the 
Government, widely held as being pri- 
marily responsible for the sluggish con- 
ditions prevailing over the last year, 
may undermine the improvement in eco- 
nomic circumstances upon which the 
Minister is depending to bolster tax 
revenue. Announced increases in postal 
and other communications charges also 
must be kept in mind. Although they 
partially offset the amount of tax reve- 
nue the Government would otherwise 
have required, they impose a higher 
cost for Government services, 

Under these circumstances, the de- 
gree to which external factors will pro- 
vide a stimulus to Irish productivity 
may prove to be the determining factor 
in the success of the present budget.— 
Emb., Dublin, 





Western German Coal Miners 
Win Reduced Working Hours 


The Coal Mine Owners Association 
and the German Mine Workers Union 
have been able, for the first time since 
1945, to reach an all-inclusive agreement 
to cover the entire industry. The most 
important feature of this agreement, 
which was signed April 8, 1953, but had 
gone into effect April 1, was to decrease 
the working day from 8 to 7% hours, 
which reduces the workweek from 48 to 
45 hours. : 


At the time the agreement was signed 
it was predicted that output per man- 
shift would decline by 7 to 8 per. cent. 
Figures for the first 3 weeks of April, 
however, show the decline to have been 
only 4 percent—Con, Gen., Dusseldorf. 
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Dominican Republic Plans To Meet 


Mounting Costs of Government 


The President of the Dominican Republic has sent his 1953 budget 
to Congress calling for a record-breaking figure of $89,000,000, about 
$6,000,000 above the previous high set by the 1952 budget. 

Government income is based largely on indirect taxes, and the 1953 
budget carries anticipated receipts of nearly $29,500,000 from import 


duties and related charges, and 11,000,- 
000 from export duties afid charges. 

The national production tax is ex- 
pected to yield slightly over $15,000,000, 
and the sales tax a little less than $13,- 
000,000. 

Direct taxes account for slightly less 
than $10,000,000, and the balance of the 
total is made up of revenues from Gov- 
ernment enterprises, fees for public 
services, transaction taxes, and extraor- 
dinary receipts. 

Increases in expenditures have been 
officially justified by an expanding 
public economy supported by govern- 
mental activity, marked by progress, sta- 
bility, and prosperity. 

The annual budget has risen steadily 
in the past few years. For 1950 it was 
$72,000,000, for 1951 it exceeded $74,- 
000,000, and for 1952 it came to nearly 
$83,000,000, an increase of approxi- 
mately $8,000,000 over the preceding 
year. 

As the Dominican Government oper- 
ates on the principle of a balanced 
budget, it took steps in 1952 to increase 
tax receipts without making major al- 
terations in the existing tax structure. 

The largest amount in 1952 went to 
the Treasury, which takes care of the 
debt service and public financing. The 
War Department was in second place, 
these two departments between them 
accounting for about $50,000,000. The 
remainder was distributed in consider- 
ably4smaller amounts among the other 
departments of the Government. 


Agriculture, Industry Active 


The economy of the country is based 
on agriculture, and increasing attention 


is being paid to development of domesti¢ ~ 


industries to utilize agricultural prod- 
ucts. Simultaneous spurring of sugar 
produetion and expressed concern with 
prospects for its marketing were the 
most publicized aspects of governmental 
agricultural policy during 1952. 

The minor export crops in 1952, al- 
though mixed in trend, averaged better 
on the whole than in 1951, and prospects 
for these crops in 1953 seem equally 
good. Subsistence crops likewise im- 
proved slightly in 1952, with outstand- 
ing progress in peanuts. The Govern- 
ment proceeded with two new projects 
of direct mechanized operations, in cot- 
ton and sisal. 

The world oversupply of sugar and 
molasses, with resulting price drops, 
represented the chief impact of foreign 
agricultural markets on the Dominican 
economy in 1952, and lowered the mills’ 
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profits. This impact seems likely to in- 
crease in 1953; it was softened for 1952 
by a previous contract with the United 
Kingdom under which the entire un- 
disposed sugar surplus was taken at 
prices substantially above those of the 
sharply declining world market. 

The contract with the United King- 
dom for the 1952-53 sugar crop is less 
favorable to the Dominican Republic. 
Roughly 200,000 or 250,000 short tons 
of Dominican sugar from this crop will 
have to be sold in other world markets, 
whereas the world market surplus of 
the Dominican crop of 1951-52 was taken 
under the earlier contract. 

There were no significant problems 
in the marketing of other Dominican 
agricultural exports during 1952. As 
other crops account for half of the 
country’s exports, however, they should 
continue to provide their usual amounts 
of foreign exchange and domestic prof- 
its if their prices remain good. 


Coffee Crop at Record in ’52 


The record coffee crop of 1951-52, al- 
though harvested largely at the end of 
1951, swelled exports in the past year. 
The crop of cocoa beans dropped from 
the previous year. The 1952 tobacco 
crop at 13,000 metric tons was 28 per- 
cent below the 1951 crop of 18,000 metric 
tons. The 1953 tobacco crop should rise 
above the 1951 figure, however, as a 
result of well-timed, beneficial rains. 


The country continued to grow the 
bulk of its™ customary food require- 
ments in 1952, and production was better 
than in 1951. Peanuts, with a crop in- 
crease of nearly 10 percent, showed 
the strongest basically favorable devel- 
opment in domestic foodstuff produc- 
tion. This crop, supported by the domes- 
tic oil-pressing factory, which uses all 
of it, thus extended its reeent trend and 
held further promise for the future. 


Bettermént of livestock conditions, 
with slightly improved pastures, was evi- 
denced only by some recovery in cattle 
numbers, instead of expansion of slaugh- 
ter. Rice production is estimated to have 
increased again, this time by 12 percent 
to an estimated record 73,000 metric 
tons of rough rice, which permitted 
small exports in early 1953 after the 
crop was harvested. 


Exports Increased 
Exports of leading products increased 
in 1952 compared with those of 1951 


(in parentheses): Raw sugar, 530,881 
metric tons (474,474); green coffee, 


26,258 tons (14,241); cacao, 22,440 tons 
(22,769); and tobacco, 15,245 _ tons 
(15,993). r 

The volume, of leading crop products 
thus totaled 594,824 metric tons in 1952 
compared with 527,477 tons in 1951, and 
the overall increase in outgoing ton- 
nage amounted to 876,100 metric tons in 
1952, compared with 781,793 tons in 1951, 

The following breakdown shows pre- 
liminary export values in 1952, as com- 
pared with 1951 (in parentheses): Raw 
sugar, $50,509,000 ($49,866,000); green 
coffee, $26,411,000 ($15,055,000); cacao, 
$14,680,000 ($15,951,000); tobacco, 
$5,276,000 $5,711,000); chocolate, 


$5,125,000 ($5,199,000); molasses, 
$4,251,000 ($5,088,000); refined sugar, 
$1,397,000 ($1,091,000); bananas, 


$1,285,000 ($1,151,000); corn, $1,071,000 
($1,509,000); fresh _ beef, $638,000 
($968,000); and roasted coffee, $234,000 
($2,573,000). 


U. S. Leading Customer 


The United States was the Domini- 
ean Republic's leading customer in 1952, 
the value of exports to continental United 
States and Puerto Rico reaching a total 
of $53,329,000. Great Britain was second, 
taking products worth $41,782,000, Brit- 
ain was the Dominican Republic’s lead. 
ing customer in 1951. 


The increase in U. S. purchases was 
due to the greater supply of green 
coffee, which, as usual, went largely to 
the United States. Against this in- 
crease, however, was the failure of 
Puerto Ricd to buy roasted coffee in 
1952. 

Another sizable decline was in cacao 
shipments to the United States, which 
followed the drop in production of that 
product. The decline in British pur- 
chases during 1952 as compared with 
1951 is accounted for by the decline 
in value of sugar purchased, and by 
the failure of Britain to buy any mo- 
lasses in 1952, whereas it had bought 
over $1,000,000 worth in 1951, 

The Dominican import figure for 1952, 
amounting to more than $79,000,000, is 
the largest by far on record. It tops 
1948, which, with $65,000,000, had pre- 
viously been the highest year for im- 
ports into the Dominican Republic.— 
Emb., Ciudad Trujillo, 





World cotton production in 1952-53, 
now estimated at 35,370,000 bales, is 
about a quarter of a million bales less 
than the crop of 1951-52, the U. 5S. De- 
partment of Agriculture states. Of the 
world total the United States is account- 
ing for slightly over 15 million bales and 
foreign countries for a little more than 
20 million. ‘ 

The slight downturn in the current 
season suggests a possible leveling-off 
of production after the long upswing 
from the 21.1 million bales of 1945-46, 
the low point to which it had fallen in 
World War Il, — 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Brazil's Outstanding 
Drafts Rise Further 


Brazil’s backlog of outstanding drafts 
owed to U. S. exporters rose further 
in April by $3.2 million, to reach a new 
high of $208.3 million, the Federal Re- 
serve Bank of New York has reported 
on the basis of its 15-bank monthly 
survey. 


While new drawings on Brazilian im- 
porters remained practically unchanged 
at $6.7 million, draft payments declined 
$0.2 million to $3.5 million. However, on 
April 30 an agreement was signed be- 
tween the Export-Import Bank and the 
Banco do Brasil formalizing the $300- 
million credit that the Export-Import 
Bank authorized in February to assist 
Brazil in liquidating its commercial in- 
debtedness. 

For Latin American countries other 
than Brazil, total draft payments and 
new drawings decreased moderately. 
Cuba accounted for most of this decline, 
as the dollar value of that country’s 
drafts paid and new drafts drawn fell 
by $0.7 million each. Although aggre- 


‘gate ‘collection’ outstanding” for Latin 


America, excluding Brazil, remained 
practically unchanged for the second 
successive month—increasing by only 
$0.3 million—draft indebtedness for 
Chile and Peru continued to decline 
slowly. 


Chilean Collections Drop 


The reduction in the amount of out- 
standing Chilean collections — by $0.6 
million to $3.5— was the seventh suc- 
cessive monthly decline in this series, 
while Peruvian draft indebtedness de- 
creased for the third consecutive month, 
The drop in Chilean outstanding collec- 
tions in recent months appears to have 
been due in some measure to the ex- 
change authorities’ practice of delaying 
the issue of further exchange permits 
for firms that are in arrears on pay- 
ments for goods obtained under earlier 
import licenses. 


While outstanding confirmed letters 
of credit drawn in favor of U. S. ex- 
porters to Latin America decreased by 
$2.6 million in April to $157.3 million, 
the amounts reported for individual 
Latin American countries reflected a 
mixed experience. The most pro- 
nounced declines occurred in Cuba, the 
Dominican Republic, and Mexico, but 
these were largely offset by substantial 
increases in Argentina and Colombia. 
In Cuba, the decline apparently reflected 
a lowering of import demand because 
of slackened business activity, 





The revolving fund available to the 
Danish Ministry of Commerce, Indus- 
try, and Navigation for export trade 
promotion, including credit guaranties, 
has been increased from 100,000,000 
crowns to 250,000,000 crowns (about 
$36,000,000) by a law of March 31, 1953. 
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British Budget Allows for Tax Cuts, 
Aims at Higher Industrial Output 


The United Kingdom’s budget for the fiscal year 1953-54, announced 
in April by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, set a new departure from 


the other postwar budgets. 


The chancellor has budgeted for £4,259 million of expenditure, a 
decrease of £91 million from what was actually spent in fiscal 1952-53. 


Anticipated receipts in fiscal 1953-54 
total £4,368 million, £70 million less than 
in 1952-53, but the expected budget sur- 
plus of £108 million is larger than the 
£88 million for 1952-53. 

The decrease in 1953-54 expenditure 
will be brought about mainly through 
changes in bookkeeping. Expenditure 
for social services and defense, the two 
main items of Government payments, 
will be even larger than during 1952-53. 

The increased surplus is to be achieved 
despite the loss in revenue resulting 
from important modifications proposed 
in personal and corporate income tax- 
ation as well as reductions in the pur- 
chase tax and entertainment tax. 

The standard and each of the lower 
rates of income tax are to be cut by 2% 
percent. Income taxes are also to be 
reduced for some persons by an increase 
in the allowances given to persons aged 
65 and over and for dependent relatives. 


Industry Given Tax Relief 


In addition to the reduction in the 
standard rate of income tax, industry 
is expected to obtain £45 million of tax 
relief through concessions in corporate 
income taxation which take the form 
of the restoration of the initial (depre- 
ciation) allowances and the dropping 
of the excess profits levy. The initial 
allowance on plant and machinery will 
now be 20 percent, the level in effect 
between 1946 and 1949. Until its with- 
drawal a year ago the initial writeoff 
available on industrial plant and ma- 
chinery was 40 percent. The initial 
allowance on industrial construction has 
been reS$tored to its previous level of 
10 percent, and that on new mining 
works, such as pit shafts and oil wells, 
will be 40 percent instead of the pre- 
vious 10 percent. 

The excess profits levy, which was 
reimposed 2 years ago, is to be termi- 
nated on December 31, 1953. A num- 
ber of proposed technical changes, ease- 
ments in tax law, also are expected to 
provide some tax relief for corpora- 
tions. 

The proposed modifications and reduc- 
tions in income taxation are expected 
to cost the Government about £125 
million in revenue, 


Revised Purchase Tax Proposed 


The sweeping changes proposed in the 
purchase tax affect all classes of goods 
except clothing and textiles. These 
changes represent a cut of one-fourth 
and will cost the Government an esti- 
mated £45 million in revenue during 





the current fiscal year. (See more de- 


tailed article under Doing Business 
Abroad.) 


Briefly, it is proposed to cut the 100 
percent tax on such goods as jewelry 
and furs to 75 percent; the 66 2/3 percent 
rate on motor cars, appliances, and ra- 
dios to 50 percent; and the previous 
lowest general rate of 33 1/3 percent on 
such goods as furniture and household 
goods to 25 percent. 


Aim Is Flexible Economy 


The Government is counting on lower 
taxation to help bring about a more 
flexible economy. The tax relief for 
industry is expected to aid in the kind 
of improvement, modernization, and re- 
equipment necessary to make British 
industry more competitive through in- 
creased investment, higher output, and 
lower costs. The purchase tax conces- 
sions are intended to help the “luxury” 
industries, especially motor cars and 
radio, which export the larger share of 
their output, to increase or to maintain 
their current level of production. | 

Some observers in the British financial 
press have commented that these tax 
concessions also imply recognition by 
the Government of increasingly softer 
home and export markets for British 
goods. These observers have pointed 
out that lower costs and lower prices 
may be needed during the coming year 
to keep Britain’s economy fully em- 
ployed. 

The chancellor has made his budget 
objectives of stimulating investment and 
consumption clear. However, he ap- 
pears also to have provided against 
the possibility that these measures 
might increase demand to such an extent 
as to result in inflationary pressures. 
He has noted that the Government’s 
present dear money policy will continue, 
and a strict watch will be maintained 
over the banks’ lending policies, 





Swedish domestic production of fats 
and oils in 1953 is forecast at about 121,- 
140 short tons, oil equivalent, a de- 
crease of almost 18 percent from last 
year and nearly one-fourth below the 
1951 level. 

The decline since 1950 is mainly the 
result of a reduction in the area sown 
to rapeseed due to increasing insect 
damage, to decreases in profits to 
farmers, and to the general price decline 
of oilseeds on international markets.— 
Emb., Stockholm, . 


7 











ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Food, Overall Living Costs Decline 
As Argentina Takes Official Action 


The campaign to roll back prices and eliminate profiteering, launched 
by the Argentine authorities on April 1 to combat a sudden increase in 
meat and other food costs, was successful up to mid-May. 

Retail food prices dropped and overall cost of living declined. How- 
ever, retail sales in general dropped off, and collections were reported 


more difficult. 


The aim is to restore the purchasing 
power which prevailed during the first 
part of 1952 when the last general wage 
increase was made effective. The pub- 
lic has been urged to denounce retailers 
who fail to observe control regulations 
and ceiling prices, and over a thousand 
Buenos Aires shopkeepers have been 
arrested. 


In addition to establishing maximum 
retail prices for most food staples and 
certain household essentials, the Govern- 
ment decreed lower prices for drugs 
and pharmaceuticals and reduced the 
admission price to motion picture 
theaters. Tire manufacturers announced 
reductions averaging 8 to 14 percent, 
reflecting lower crude rubber costs, at 
the same time that rationing restric- 
tions on tires for passenger vehicles and 
small trucks were removed. 


The official cost-of-living index 
1943=100) averaged about 600 for the 
first quarter of 1952 and oscillated be- 
tween 647 and 681 during the remainder 
of the year. In February and March 
1953, the index was at 712 and 709, re- 
spectively, but showed a 7 percent drop 
to 661 for April. A further decline is 
probable, provided the price-enforce- 
ment program centinues to be effective 
and supplies of consumer goods are ade- 
quate. Despite these steps to reduce 
prices some seasonal factors caused a 
temporary drop in sales. 


Industrial Improvement Slight 


A higher level of activity was reported 
for the period mid-April to mid-May 
than for the preceding month in sev- 
eral industries, principally metallurgical 
and chemicals. In the metallurgical 
field, however, it was understood that 
sales did not keep pace with increased 
output. No appreciable improvement 
was noted in the textile industry, and 
building construction remained at a low 
level. 

The Central Bank announced that dur- 
ing the remainder of this year import 
licenses for industrial raw materials 
and spare parts would be issued to a 
total value of 2.2 billion pesos (almost 
$300 million calculated at the import 
rate of 7.50 pesos to the dollar). This 
total reportedly is in addition to imports 
of petroleum and coal, as well as the 
532 million pesos already allotted for 
rubber, plastics, drugs, and certain chem- 
icals. The advance notice of this new 
licensing program is to enable manu- 
facturers to plan operations, 





The export movement of the recent 
small-grain crop is in full progress; 
over 100 ships were loading at Argentine 
ports at the middle of May. Of an ex- 
port surplus approaching 4 million 
metric tons of wheat, approximately 2 
million will go to Brazil, Italy, and India, 
plus an unstated quantity covered by 
the agreement recently concluded with 
Japan. 

The corn crop being harvested, esti- 
mated at 3.7 million tons, is under trade 
forecasts of 2 months ago, the reduc- 
tion being attributed to unfavorable 
weather. Soil conditions for the next 
wheat and rye crops are favorable, and 
prospects are that the area sown to 
fall grains will be about the same as 
last year. 


Cattle receipts at the Buenos Aires 
market were higher from mid-April to 
mid-May, thus easing the meat supply. 
Cattle exports to Chile were resumed 
on a limited*scale, but meat exports 
continued to be restricted to insure 
adequate local supplies. The official 
livestock census taken last November 
reported cattle numbers at 45.3 million, 
sheep at 54.7 million, and hogs at 4 
million. 


A survey by the trade as of April 1 
showed only 75,000 metric tons of wool 
available for export before the new clip 
next October. This figure is in sharp 
contrast to an estimate of 138,000 tons 
made on March 1, March exports ac- 
counting for only 18,600 tons. The re- 
vised downward estimate gave an opti- 
mistic tone to the wool trade. 

On May 14, the Central Bank an- 
nounced that wool sales made in sterling 
would be transacted at a rate equiva- 
lent to 5 pesos to the dollar but that 
the former mixed rate equivalent to 6.25 
pesos would still be granted for trans- 
actions involving official agencies. The 
6.25 rate was originally granted last 
July on wool sold against both dollars 
and sterling. 


Foreign Exchange Holdings Up 

The Argentine Trade Promotion Insti- 
tute (IAPI) has assumed supervision 
over butter and casein exports in an 
effort to relieve surplus conditions in 
the dairy industry. Substantial quan- 
tities of butter have been sold to the 
United Kingdom and Italy, and sizable 
casein, shipments have been made to the 
United States, per stocks of the 
latter are still repo large. 

Foreign exchange holdings continued 


to increase in April, reflecting the new 
crops entering into export channels and 
continued wool sales. The Central Bank 
reported as of April 23 the following 
net gains compared with December 31: 
Gold, 451 million pesos ($148 million 
when valued at 3.04 pesos to the dollar); 
foreign exchange, 268 million pesos; to- 
gether with a decline of 109 million 
pesos in liabilities to correspondents 
abroad. However, it is expected that 
this upward trend in the reserve po- 
sition will be checked in future months 
as a result of the large volume of im- 
ports to be licensed under the new 
program. 

Money in circulation as of April 23 
was 17.3 billion pesos, and bank de- 
posits totaled 31.6 billion pesos. Neither 
of these figures represented a signifi- 
cant change from previous months.— 
Emb., Buenos Aires. 





Austrian Parliament 
Passes Power-Loan Law 


The Austrian Parliament has passed 
a law authorizing the Government to 
guarantee a 1953 power loan and estab- 
lish certain tax exemptions for sub- 
scribers to the loan, which was expected 
to be issued late in May. 

The purpose of this law is to provide 
for a loan to be floated by the com- 
bine of Austrian power companies (Ver- 
bundgesellschaft) to supply long-term 
investment capital for the, continued 
development of hydroelectric power 
plants in Austria. 

The loan is to be issued in two parts, 
the first of which is to be a 25-year 
issue bearing 4.5 percent. The loan 
is to contain a guaranty clause; both 
bond issues, at their nominal value, are 
to be accepted as collateral and will be 
negotiable, 

Subscribers to this loan are to be 
granted a one-time tax reduction of the 
income tax or corporation tax (includ- 
ing occupation tax and reconstruction 
tax on income) valid for the calendar 
years 1953 through 1955, amounting to 
10 percent of the amount of the sub- 
scription on condition that the bonds 
are deposited in blocked accounts for a 
minimum of 3 years. 

Such bonds are to be exempted from 
property tax, occupation tax, collection 
tax, trade tax on trade capital, and 
capital turnover tax. If bonds are 
redeemed at rates higher than face 
value, the balance will not be con- 
sidered taxable income, 





U. S. exports of agricultural products 
in March 1953 amounted in value to 
$250,574,000, a reduction of 33 percent 
compared with the $373,055,000 worth 
exported during the corresponding month 
of 1952, and of 23 percent compared 
with the year’s peak to date of $324,- 
483,000 in December 1952, the U. S. De- 
partment of Agriculture has reported. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 








Ex-Im Bank To Insure 
Goods Stored Abroad 


The authority of the Export- 
Import Bank has been broadened 
to enable it to insure commodities 
produced in the United States and 
stored abroad in friendly foreign 
countries, against risks of war and 
confiscation or requisition by any 
public authority. A ceiling of $100 
million is placed on the amount of 
insurance which may be outstand- 
ing at any one time. 

Public Law 30, signed by Presi- 
dent Eisenhower on May 21, pro- 
vides for this broader authority. 

















U. S., Hong Kong Firms 
Lose Export Rights 


Victor England and his San Francisco 
firm, Victor England Agencies, the Capi- 
tal Company of Hong Kong, and Peter 
H. T. Pan, a partner of that firm, have 
been denied all export privileges until 
May 1, 1955, the Office of International 
Trade has announced. 

OIT said that England and Pan in Sep- 
tember 1951, after U. S. export controls 
on shipments to Hong Kong and Macao 
had been tightened, entered into an ar- 
rangement to circumvent these controls, 
Their scheme was to pretend to estab- 
lish in Lisbon, Portugal, a firm called 
the Capital Company, which was to act 
as ostensible purchaser and ultimate 
consignee of goods shipped by Victor 
England Agencies from the United States. 
The goods were then to be reshipped 
by a Lisbon forwarder to Pan at Macao 
or Hong Kong, in violation of U. S. ex- 
port control regulations. 

In line with this scheme, England in 
1951 and 1952 filed five export license 
applications with OIT to ship radio tubes, 
carburetors, twist drills, testers, and 
other commodities to the fictitious Lisbon 
company. Four of the licenses were 
granted but the fifth application was re- 
jected following the initiation of an in- 
vestigation by OIT,. 


Documents Destroyed 


None of the licenses was used. Two 
shipments were made, however. In one 
instance equipment for public-address 
loudspeakers was shipped to Lisbon and 
from there to Macao, with Lisbon falsely 
described as the ultimate destination. 
While this commodity was properly ex- 
portable to Lisbon under general license 
GRO, it required a validated license to 
Macao, as the parties then knew. In 
the other case, a shipment of twist drills 
was carried by a traveler from _ the 
United States to Pan at Hong Kong as 
personal baggage. 


An additional charge was that Eng- 
June 8, 1953 


More Copper Sulfate Approved for Export 


A second-quarter 1953 supplemental 
export quota of 15 million pounds of 
copper sulfate has been established, in- 
creasing the total authorization for the 
second quarter to 30 million pounds, 
the Office of International Trade has 
announced. 

OIT also announced that an “open- 
end” export quota for copper sulfate has 
been set for the third quarter. Under 
an open-end quota, no quantitative limit 
on exports is set, but exports are con- 
trolled on the basis of licensing criteria 
designed to protect the national security. 

The 30-million-pound second-quarter 
quota compares with 25 million pounds 
allocated in the first quarter of 1953 and 
18 million pounds in the second quarter 
of 1952. 

When the initial second-quarter quota 
of 15 million pounds was announced 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, April 6, 
1953, p. 19), OIT indicated that considera- 
tion would be given to the establishment 
of a supplemental quota if later in- 
formation on the supply situation war- 
ranted an increase. 

Discussions with major producers in- 
dicate that the industry would be able 
to produce 24-25 million pounds of cop- 
per sulfate a month during May, June, 
July, August, and September if there is a 
demand for that quantity. Production at 
this rate, together with stocks on hand, 
would meet all domestic demands and 
permit an export program of 30 million 
pounds for the second quarter, OIT said. 


Initial Quota Licensed 


The expected seasonal decline in de- 
mand in the third quarter, along with 
an anticipated continued high rate of 
production, makes it possible to author- 
ize an open-end quota for the third 
quarter. 





land, in violation of export control regu- 
lations, destroyed many of the docu- 
ments relating to the transactions, after 
having been requested by OIT to produce 
them. 

In determining the length of the sus- 
pensions, OIT noted that while England’s 
violation was more serious in that it 
included destruction of records, he has 
already been under temporary suspen- 
sion for 7 months. Pan has been under 
suspension since April 3, 1953. England 
consented to the issuance of his denial 
order. Pan substantially admitted his 
violations. 

The single exception to the denial of 
all export privileges, granted in the case 
of England and his firm, permits them 
to use general license G-PUB to make 
shipments of magazines and periodicals 
from San Francisco. This was done, OIT 
said, to enable England to earn a liveli- 
hood in a nonstrategic business which 
can be adequately policed by Customs 
officials. ; 


All of the 15 million pounds of the 
initial second-quarter quota has been 
licensed. Since it is getting late in the 
quarter, applications for licenses against 
the supplemental quota will be consid- 
ered as they are received. If the quota 
is exhausted before the end of the sec- 
ond quarter, OIT will hold any further 
applications for consideration against 
the third-quarter open-end quota. 


Previously it has been the policy to 
give priority consideration to applica- 
tions covering shipments to traditional 
foreign markets for U. S. copper sulfate, 
but under the more liberal allocations 
outlined above, applications from all 
friendly countries will receive equal con- 
sideration, OIT said. 

Copper sulfate has two major uses: 
In agriculture, as a fungicide and soil 
conditioner; and, in the mining industry, 
as a flotation agent in the separation 
of lead and zinc. The export quota covers 
all copper sulfate, whether classified 
under Schedule B No. 820100 (copper 
sulfate or blue vitriol) or No. 839900 
(copper sulfate including basic and tri- 
basic copper sulfate). 





French Nickel Fonte May Be 
Obtained Outside Allocation 


Nickel consumers who purchase nickel 
fonte (nickel cast iron) from a lot de- 
clared by the French Government to 
be available may import the material 
without charging it against their normal 
nickel allocation, the National Produc- 
tion Authority has announced. 

This announcement followed closely 
a statement by the Manganese-Nickel- 
Cobalt Committee of the International 
Materials Conference that 500 metric 
tons of nickel content in fonte is avail- 
able for sale outside the second-quarter 
1953 IMC allocation. 

NPA officials said the nickel cast 
iron is reported to contain an average 
of 30 percent nickel. It also contains 
about 1 percent sulfur, making it a 
high-cost nickel because of the expense 
involved, as further refining is necessary 
for most uses. 

It was emphasized that any forms of 
primary nickel obtained from this source 
are subject to use authorization by NPA 
for permitted production. In its present 
form it is subject only to end-use limita- 
tions. 

Information on shipment, cost, and 
the whereabouts of the materials may 


“be obtained from the Societe le Nickel, 


Paris, France. 





New Zealand exports of animal fats, 
mainly edible and inedible tallow, totaled 
56,277 short tons in 1952, an increase of 
more than 60 percent from the 34,500 
tons exported in the preceding year.— 
Emb., Wellington, 
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NEWS BY COMMODITIES 





French Exports of Perfumes, Floral 


And Essential Oils Show Uptrend 


Exports of perfumes and toiletries from France to foreign countries 
rose to a value of 5,216,028,000 francs in 1952 from 4,386,575,000 francs 
in 1951, and from 3,080,283,000 francs in 1950. 

To French Union territories the increase was to 3,874,436,000 francs 
in 1952 from 3,789,019,000 francs in 1951 and from 2,728,240,000 francs 


in 1950 (350 francs=US$1). 

Exports of French perfumes and basic 
odoriferous products have maintained a 
rank of seventh or eighth in order of 
importance among French products 
shipped to the United States during the 
past few years. 

Principal foreign countries of destina- 
tion for perfumes and toiletries in 1%2, 
with comparative figures for 1951 in 
parentheses, were: United States, 802- 
575,000 francs (649,584,000); Western Ger- 
many, 915,061,000 francs (192,409,000); 
Benelux, 320,706,000 francs (309,401,000) ; 
United Kingdom, 263,217,000 francs (213,- 
553,000);. and Italy 253,303,000 francs 
(188,543,000). 


Essential Oil Exports Top ’51 


Exports of essential oils from France 
went up to 934,243 kilograms (1 kilogram 
=2.2046 pounds) in 1952 from 881,744 
kilograms in 1951, but dropped below 
the 1,071,270 kilograms exported in 1950. 
The value of these exports was 4,886,- 
485,000 francs in 1952, slightly below the 
1951 value of 5,455,683,000 francs, but 
considerably more than the value of 
3,961,758,000 francs in 1950. 


Chief countries of destination of essen- 
tial oils in kilograms, with values ih 
parentheses (statistics from the French 
Customs Bureau), were: United King- 
dom, 1952—167,687 (838,295,000 francs), 
1951—236,127 (1,374,715,000 francs) ; 
United States, 1952—218,302 (1,480,308,000 
francs), 1951—111,915 (1,106,633,000 
francs); West Germany, 1952—114,810 
(559,924,000 francs); 1951—76,403 (412,- 
968,000 francs); Brazil, 1952 (not given), 
1951 — 35,114 (221,592,000 francs); 
U.S.S.R., 1952—11,570 (251,974,000 francs), 
1951—25,412 (427,753,000 francs); and 
Japan, 1952—53,943 (257,188,000 francs), 
1951—(not given). 

According to the French Perfumers 
Trade Association, sales of perfumes, 
toiletries, and related products, in francs, 
for 1951, and 1950 in parentheses, by 
product, were: Perfumes 8,055,944,531 
(6,236,153,342); alcoholic products, in- 
cluding eaux de cologne, eaux de 
lavande, and lotions, 7,149,217,316 (5,975,- 
069,961); beauty products 8,910,077,622 
(6,615,363,022); toothpaste 3,067,102,722 
(2,487,786,759); brilliantines 2,344,630,934 
(2,282,868,367); shampoos 2,022,196,376 
(2,021,964,200); perfumed soaps 696,144,- 
597 (659,630,030); shaving products 859,- 





741,949 (764,857,878); miscellaneous, in- 
cluding hair dyes, wave lotions, and 


“others,” 1,521,412,237 (1,432,444,080). 
The totals were: 1951—34,626,468,284; 
1950—28, 476,137,639. 


Industry Scope Wide 

The French perfume industry is con- 
centrated in two areas: The center of 
the producers of finished perfumes and 
toiletries is Paris, and the essential oil 
distillers and natural flower processors 
are located chiefly in and around Grasse 
in the heart of the flower growing area 


. of southern France. 


The 350 finished - products manufac- 
turers employ approximately 16,000 per- 
sons and the essential oil distillers, about 
6,000. 


The three principal flowers cultivated 
for making floral essences for use in per- 
fume formulas are the rose, the jasmin, 
and the orange blossom. However, many 
other flowers and plants are grown for 
perfumed products and for flavors. 


The magnitude of the harvest is shown 
in the average crop of several flowers 
in the Grasse region, in metric tons (1 
metric ton=2,205 pounds) as follows: 
Rose, 500; jasmine, 800; orange blos- 
soms, 150; ciste labdanum, 250; genista 
(broom), 25; jonquil, 10; lavender, 300; 
geranilum, 30; narcissus, 40; tuberose, 
25; and violet leaves, 200. 


Floral Essence Sales Down 


A marked decrease in sales, from 10.5 
billion francs in 1951 to 6.5 billion in 
1952, has been reported by the floral es- 
sence producers at Grasse. The year 
1951 was exceptional, owing to the Ko- 
rean war boom; however, 1952 sales 
dipped even below the 1950 level of 7 
billion francs. Ten percent of the past 
year’s production went to food indus- 
tries for use in flavoring soft drinks, 
candies, desserts, and the like, 


Exports are reported to have dropped 
from 68 percent of production in 1951 
to 60 percent in 1952. Prices of both 
French and imported products, which, 
with the notable exception of rose con- 
crete, are down from the 1951 highs, 
seem to have leveled off for there has 
been little change in prices since the 
beginning of the year except for a 10 
percent drop in mint essence quotations, 

Prices per kilogram (1 kilogram 
=2,205 pounds) of the three floral es- 


Newfoundland Gets 
New Shoe Factory 


An agreement has been signed to estab- 
lish a boot and shoe factory capable of 
turning out 1,000 pairs of shoes daily, at 
Harbour Grace, St. John’s, Newfound- 
land. A German industrialist, assisted 
by his son and a number of skilled Eu- 
ropean technicians, will direct activities 
of the factory. 


In signing the agreement, the Premier 
stated there was a market in Newfound- 
land for more than a half-million pairs 
of shoes annually, Shoes to the value of 
C$5,000,000 are presently imported from 
the Canadian mainland. 

The new plant will have a capital in- 
vestment of C$1,350,000 and modern 
equipment for mass production. About 
320 workers will be on the payroll, 60 
percent of whom will be female. 

Raw materials for the shoe factory 
are to be supplied by the Newfoundland 
Tanneries, Ltd., and a newly formed 
rubber company. The shoe factory will 
receive aid within the Government’s 
economic assistance program, as is be- 
ing presently received by the tannery 
and the rubber project. 

Work on construction of the shoe fac- 
tory, which will have approximately 15,- 
000 square feet of space, has not yet 
begun. The factory is not expected to 
begin operations on a commercial basis 
until well into 1954, 





sences in the past 3 years were reported 
in thousands of francs as follows: 


1950 1951 1952 
Neroli (orange blossom)....... 109 190 160 
pT EE eG, 204 200 
NED apacotaceurecaa ma/-_,a oe 113 165 


Neroli (orange essence) has been espe- 
cially affected by the lack of sales, and 
a large stock from the 1952 crop still 
remains in the hands of the GIFPA 
(Groupement Interprofessionnel Francais 
des Plantes a Parfums), the Govern- 
ment-acknowledged trade organization 
which supports prices by crop purchases 
for eventual sale at a more favorable 
time. With the approaching harvest in 
mind and the expectation that the or- 
ganization will be called upon to make 
more purchases, the Ministry of Agri- 
culture is being pressed for a short-term 
Government loan to finance the stocking 
purchases. In view of the seemingly 
hopeless future for this crop, many 
orange trees have been cut or grafted 
so as to bear edible fruit, 

Jasmine essence is also moving slowly. 
Prices for the flowers were pegged last 
year by the GIFPA at a price consid- 
ered unreal by some observers, whose 
warnings were borne out by the surplus 
stocks of the extracted oils now remain- 
ing. The large stocks still held by 
Italian producers and being offered at 
much lower prices and the sizeable 


(Continued on Page 20) 
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Britain Produces New 
Types of Automobiles 


A new Bristol car, called the Type 403 
sedan, has been announced by Bristol 
Aeroplane Co., Ltd. The car has a new 
engine capable of developing 100 b.hp. 
at 5,000 r.p.m., compared with the 85 
b.hp. at 4,500 r.p.m. developed by the 
company’s previous engine of the same 
size. The increase in power has been 


achieved without increasing overall 
weight, 

Basic price is £2,100 (1 pound 
=US$2.80). 


Another new car, to be known as the 
Daimler Conquest, is being produced by 
the Daimler Co., Ltd. It has a new 
6-cylinder engine and the basic price is 
to be £1,066. 

A full 5-seater sedan, with commodious 
baggage accommodation, the car is said 
to have ‘‘greater speed and far better 
acceleration’ than any previous Daimler. 
Its engine develops 75 b.hp. at 4,000 
r.p.m. The car is available with either 
left-hand or right-hand drive. 

The Daimler Regency model, first ex- 
hibited at the 1951 International Motor 
Show in London, the chairman of the 
company states, has not yet been put into 
production because the body. manufac- 
turers had to give priority to defense 
orders. Some changes in design have 
been made, and the car will be ready 
early in 1954, 


The Rootes Group has started produc- 
tion of a new 8-seater limousine, to be 
known as the Mark IV Humber Pullman. 
The car has the company’s new Blue 
Riband 6-cylinder overhead valve en- 
gine, already used in the Humber Snipe. 

Engine capacity is 4,138 cubic cen- 
timeters with 113 b.hp. developed at 3,400 
rp.m;- A new gearbox with synchro- 
mesh control gives four forward speeds 
and reverse. The car’s chassis frame 
reportedly has been strengthened, and 
the brake lining area increased by over 
28 percent. The basic price is £1,395. 

The Rootes Group stated that for the 
first time in its history the organization 
reached a production rate of 10,000 cars 
and commercial vehicles in 1 calendar 
month. It was recently stated that the 
group was averaging 2,000 vehicles a 
week and that 2,000 a month were being 
exported to the United States, 





Transvaal Project Advanced 


Phosfor, the Government-owned phos- 
phate rock project in the Palabora 
district of the Transvaal, South Africa, 
continued to develop its property in 
1952. 

Construction of a £2,000,000 plant is 
under way and operations are scheduled 
to begin in mid-1953. Initial output is 
expected to be at the rate of 56,000 tons 
of phosphates annually, but it is planned 
to increase production to 112,000 tons 
and later to 150,000 tons, 


June 8, 1953 





Mercury Production 
Drops in Spain 

Production of mercury in Spain 
declined to 1,349.1 metric tons in 
1952, as compared with 1,523.9 tons 
in 1951, according to information 
received from the Spanish Mining 
Council. 

Exports during 1952 totaled 
1,523.9 metric tons, of which 936.2 
tons went to the United States, and 
a large percentage of the remain- 
der went to the United Kingdom, 
Switzerland, and France. 

No information is available on 
stocks of mercury on hand at the 
end of 1952,-but unofficial estimates 
place the stocks at about 760 tons. 

Nearly all the mercury produced 
in Spain comes from the famous 
Almaden mines in the Province of 
Ciudad Real, the remainder com- 
ing from the province of Oviedo. 











lraq Receives British Buses 
The first of the 100 British AEC 


‘ buses ordered by the Baghdad Passenger 


Transport Service have arrived in Iraq, 
and 10 more were expected by May. 

The service decided to order 120 addi- 
tional buses of the same type and make, 
unifying the type and make of its 
buses. Included in the last order are 
20 double-decker buses which will oper- 
ate between Baghdad and its outskirts. 

The cost price of the single-decker bus 
is 6,000 dinars (1 dinar=US$2.80) and 
that of the double-decker is 7,000 dinars. 
With the arrival of the 120 buses the 
Baghdad Passenger Transport Service 
will have 220 AEC buses; 120 Comer 
buses, of which between 80 and 85 are 
in serviceable condition; and 20 U. S. 
reconditioned buses. 





§. Rhodesian Deposits Explored 


Development of the Dorowa phos- 
phate-rock deposits in the Sabie Valley 
in Southern Rhodesia was continued 
in 1952 by Imperial Chemical Industries, 
Ltd., under an option from. the 
Government. 


Progress was reported satisfactory, 
and prospects of supplying domestic 
requirements of phosphatic materials at 
a later date are considered good. The 
deposits are some distance from rail 
lines, however, and probably will not be 
worked in the near future. 





World production of abaca, henequen, 
and sisal, the three principal hard cord- 
age fibers, in 1952 reached a new peak 
of approximately 1,372 million pounds 
compared with 1,272 million in 1951 
and a prewar average of 1,141 million 
pounds, according to the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. 


NEWS BY COMMODITIES 


Canadian Automotive 
Industry Expanding 


Shortly after the opening of an auto- 


mobile assembly plant by one large 
Canadian Company at Oakville and the 
expansion of another at Windsor has 
come the announcement by a third cor- 
poration of the biggest expansion in 
productive capacity of all automobile 
companies in Canada. 

This corporation announced on May 9, 
that it was proceeding immediately with 
construction of a new assembly plant at 
Oshawa covering space of 42 acres, mak- 
ing it the largest in Canada and possibly 
in the British Commonwealth. 

Construction plans call for comple- 
tion at a cost of C$30,000,000 and be- 
ginning of operation in the fall of 1954. 
It is planned to assemble three makes 
of passenger cars in the new plant dur- 
ing the first year of operation, and at 
the end of that time to add an assembly 
line for another make. 


Thus, by the autumn of 1955, all pass- 
enger car production would be trans- 
ferred from existing assembly plants at 
Oshawa to the new plant. The existing 
plants would then be used for expanded 
production of commercial vehicles, sub- 
assemblies, and parts. 


Reasons for the huge expansion are 
both long and short range. Executives of 
all three of the largest automobile com- 
panies in Canada have stated publicly 
that economic research studies indicate 
a rapid population growth in Canada, 
from 18 million to 20 million persons in 
the next 20 years, and also that Cana- 
dian demand for automotive vehicles 
will rise even more rapidly over a 
shorter period. The present expansion 
will increase capacity at least 20 per- 
cent and possibly one-third. 

The expansion of productive facili- 
ties will allow manufacture at Oshawa 
of parts now imported from the United 
States. The company states that the 
percentage of the content of its ve- 
hicles made in Canada will increase. 

The sales organization in Canada of 
the German Volkswagen firm, VW 
Canada Ltd., is now well established, 
and 23 distributors and’ dealers sell 
these cars throughout most of Canada, 
from Quebec City and Montreal west to 
Vancouver. The company states that 
adequate reserves of spare parts were 
imported from Germany before as- 
sembled cars began to arrive in 1952. 

Only two models are being presented, 
the small passenger car and a com- 
mercial vehicle suitable for use as a re- 
tail delivery wagon or milk wagon. 

The vigorous sales campaign of the 
Volkswagon firm now developing may 
be expected to have little effect on sales 
of U. S. cars made in Canada. How- 
ever, the potential effect on sales of 
small British-made cars in Canada may 
be considerable. 














WORLD TRADE LEADS 





South African Group 
Seeks U. S. Capital 


The American Manufacturers’ Repre- 
sentatives Association of South Africa 
reportedly is seeking financial support 
for the purpose of expanding its member- 
ship and activities. 

The association, formed in 1943 by es- 
tablished South African representatives 
of American manufacturers, is concerned 
exclusively with the promotion and de- 
velopment of exports from the United 
_ States to South Africa. Its objectives 
include: 

® Protecting the interests of American 
exporters on the African market. 


®@ Providing an organization for reputa- 
ble representatives of American firms 
to insure concerted action and exchange 
of ideas. 


© Improving ethics of representatives, 
and insuring ethical, efficient selling 
methods. 


® Investigating complaints of represen- 
tatives and their principals, as related 
to selling on the South African market. 


® Assisting U. S. manufacturers in 
making market surveys and in selecting 
suitable representatives. 

® Taking disciplinary action against 
parties indulging in malpractices likely 
to harm the good name and integrity of 
American suppliers. 

® Making recommendations to Govern- 
ment departments and other bodies ad- 
vantageous to African-American trade, 





Israel To Buy $6 Million 
Worth of Rail Equipment 


Bids are invited by the Israel Ministry 
of Communications for the supply of 
railroad equipment to a value of about 
$6,000,000, as follows: 

Flashlight equipment for 24 level cross- 
ings; 24 bogie passenger coaches, 64 
bogie phosphate coaches, 6 general-pur- 
pose diesel-electric locomotives (1500 
hp.), 5 diesel shunting locomotives (500 
hp.), miscellaneous lifting gear, and 
track maintenance and laying equipment 
and material required for laying 100 
kilometers of road with 90-pound track. 

It is understood that only bids which 
include liberal credit terms allowing for 
payment over a period of up to 7 years 
wil! be acceptable. 

Although the due date for receipt of 
tenders was originally set as June 10, 
consideration reportedly is being given 
to an—extension, at least until June 50, 
and firms wishing to bid should com- 
municate with the Ministry urging 
further extension. 

Detailed specifications are obtainable 
from the Ministry of Communications, 
Haifa, Israel, subject to a charge of 10 
Israel pounds (1 Israel pound=US$1). 
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as distinct from intergovernmental con- 
tact. 


® Publishing a monthly journal for 
circulation among all importers of Amer- 
ican goods in South Africa and to all 
U. S. manufacturers and exporters of 
such goods. 

The association believes that the co- 
operation of American manufacturing 
groups interested in developing exports 
to South Africa would be helpful in 
stimulating its expansion program. 

Further information concerning the as- 
sociation’s objectives and the type and 
extent of support is obtainable from W. 
A. Timmerman, President, American 
Manufacturers’ Representatives Associa- 
tion (of Southern Africa), P. O. Box 
7590, Johannesburg, South Africa, 


U. S. Assists French 
In Export Promotion 


The American Chamber of Commerce 
in France, as a new trade promotional 
effort designed to develop France’s ex- 
port markets, plans to issue quarterly 
a series of supplements to its monthly 
bulletin. The series will be known 
as “What to Buy in France,” and each 
supplement will be entitled “France Has 
Sa 


The first supplement, appearing in 
the April issue of the chamiber’s bulle- 
tin, presents French fashion houses that 
want exclusive representation in a num- 
ber of U. S. cities. The supplement is 
illustrated and prices are given when- 
ever possible. 


It is planned to cover in future sup- 
plements such lines as clocks, Watches, 
and precision instruments; machinery; 
textiles; leather goods; and glassware, 
crystal, and porcelain. 


Copies of the first supplement are 
available on request from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C., or any Department of Commerce 
Field Office. 








Ceylon Asks Information on 
U. S. Industrial Equipment 


The Director of Industries, Commercial 
Division, Colombo, Ceylon, is interested 
in obtaining information on the various 
types of industrial equipment available 
in the United States. Equipment for use 
in power plants, steel mills, and cement 
plants, as well as in the manufacture of 
chemical products, processing of fats and 
oils, manufacture of products from lime- 
stone, or utilization of sea water, are of 
especial interest. . 


Producers of such equipment, particu- 
larly those interested in developing a 
market in Ceylon, may send copies of 
their brochures and catalogs to the Di- 
rector of Industries, Commercial Divi- 
sion, P, O. Box 580, Colombo, Ceylon, 


Indian Government Invites 
Bids for Electric Cable 


The Director General of Supplies and 
Disposals, Government of India, Shah- 
jahan Road, New Delhi, invites bids 
until June 19 for the following: 13,000 
yards of electric cable, tough rubber 
sheathed, 4-core, 600-volt grade; 4,000 
yards ‘of flexible cable, tough rubber 
sheathed, 2-core; and 1,400 cable termi- 
nal lugs of various amperes. 

A copy of the specifications is obtain- 
able on loan for review purposes from 
the Commerce Intelligence Division, 


U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 

For further particulars concerning this 
procurement, interested parties may cor- 
respond with the India Supply Mission, 
635 F St. NW., or the Indian Embassy, 
2107 Massachusetts Ave. NW., Washing- 
ton, D. C, 


Turkey Offers To Sell 
Machine-Cast Pig Iron 


The Sumer Bank, in Turkey, report- 
edly has available for purchase now 
20,000 metric tons of pig iron, with a 
total quantity of 40,000 metric tons to be 
available by the end of 1953. 


Purchase price of the pig iron is stated 
to be US$49.50 per metric ton, f.o.b. 
Filyos, Turkey, with loading to be done 
at the port of Filyos during the period 
April-September, 

Specifications of the lot offered are as 
follows: Material ig machine-cast and 
each ingot weighs approximately 20 to 
50 kilograms, with the possibility of. some 
broken pieces as a result of loading and 
unloading. Quality: Si, 0.80 to 1.30 
percent; Mn, 1 to 1.50 percent; S, 0.045 
to 0.060 percent; P, 0.20 percent maxi- 
mum; C, 4 percent approximate. Resid- 
ual elements (approximate): Cu, 0.07 
percent; Cr, 0.09 percent; Ni, 0.13 per- 
cent; Sn, 0.04 percent. 

Interested parties should communicate 
with the Sumer Bank, Ankara, Turkey, 
for further details. 











Capetown Extends Dates 
For Equipment Bids 


Bids for the supply and delivery 
of two dual-ratio transformers and 
parts to Capetown, Union of South 
Africa, will be accepted until July 
6, an extension of the original May 
6 deadline. 

Particulars concerning this pro- 
curement were published in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, April 13, 
page 19, 
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Montevideo Builders 
Need U. S. Capital 


U. S. capital participation is invited 
by FINAN, S. A., Montevideo, Uruguay, 
for the purpose of undertaking construc- 
tion of cooperative apartment houses 
in Montevideo. 

FINAN, S. A., is the central financing 
orgenization for a number of affiliated 
companies specializing in various as- 
pects of the construction business. 

An acute housing shortage is reported 
to exist in Montevideo, and the prin- 
cipals of FINAN, S. A., believe an opera- 
tion of the type they envisage would fill 
a local need. 

Interested parties may obtain further 
information from Peter Harris Kahn, 
c/o FINAN, S. A., 1542 Acevedo Dias, 
Montevideo, Uruguay. 





New Zealand Invites Bids 
For Limiting Reactors 


The New Zealand State Hydro-Electric 
Department at Wellington, is inviting 
bids, until September 15, for the supply 
and delivery of four 110-kv. current- 
limiting reactors for the Arapuni Power 
Station. 

A copy of the specifications is obtain- 
able on loan for review purposes from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., or from the Office of 
the Commercial Counsellor, New Zealand 
Embassy, 1346 Connecticut Ave. NW., 
Washington 6, D. C. 





LICENSING 
OPPORTUNITIES 











In the United States 


Electrical Signs: 

England—Nova Sign Co. (manufact- 
turer), 2 Saville Place, Newcastle on 
Tyne, Northumberland, offers its patent 
for the manufacture under license in the 
United States of illuminated signs, where- 
by the light is diffused through the sur- 
face in a housing behind the motifs. 
Firm states U. S. company should be 
equipped to manufacture plastic sheet- 
ing. Colored photographs available from 
English firm on request. 


In Foreign Countries 

Abrasives: 

France—Etablissements Albert Rives 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, potential 
sales agent), 45 ave. Paul-Laffont, Saint- 
Girons, Ariege, wishes to be licensed by 
an American firm for the manufacture in 
France of all types of abrasives for com- 
mercial and industrial purposes. The 
French firm offers its plant, equipment, 
working facilities, and sales organization 
if desired. Alternatively, firm would act 
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as agent for the sale of these commodi- 


ties in France. Correspondence in French 
preferred. 


Machinery: 

France—Robert Amiand (Tout Pour 
La Marine) (wholesaler, retailer, manu- 
facturer’s agent), 8 quai Emmanuel- 
Garnier, Les Sables-d’Olonne, Vendee, 
desires to enter into any kind of working 
or licensing agreement with an Ameri- 
can firm interested in utilizing the fa- 
cilities of a repair plant located in the 
Sables-d’Olonne for manufacturing, as- 
sembling, or building in France agricul- 
tural, industrial, or aeronautical equip- 
ment. The plant covers a total area of 
10,000 square meters, including 4,500 
square meters under shelter, with near- 
by transportation facilities. 


Plastic Products: 
England—G. & E. Equipment & Con- 
tracts, Ltd. (manufacturer, plastic 


molder), Melbourne Works, Dudley 
Road, Wolverhampton, wishes to be li- 
censed for the manufacture in England 
of polythene products. 





IMPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Supplementary information, in 
the form of literature, catalogs, 
a. price lists, or sam- 
ples, is available in specific in- 
stances as indicated by symbol 
(*), from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, U. S. Department 
of nme, Washington 25, 


Alcoholic Beverages: 


France—Gross-Doz Freres (producer, 
wholesaler, exporter), 8-12 rue Albert-de- 
Mun, Bordeaux, Gironde, offers to ex- 
port direct or through regional agents 
(excluding the States of Illinois, New 
Jersey, New York, and Wisconsin) first 
quality liqueurs (principally cream of 
cocoa, ‘‘Cacao Chouva Droz’’), alcoholic 
sirups, and fruits in sirups, packed in 
75-centiliter glass bottles, 12 bottles to 
a case, 


Art Objects: 

India—B. Karamchand Payaralal (ex- 
porter, wholesaler, manufacturer), Hoshi- 
arpur (Punjab), offers to export direct 
all kinds of art wares, including carved 
and inlaid woodwork, engraved and 
enameled brassware, carved ivories, em- 


broideries, sandalwood boxes, and horn 
and zari evening bags. 


Bicycles: 


England — William Peter Exports 
(Liverpool), Ltd. (manufacturer’s sole 
export distributor), 5 Chapel St. Liver- 
pool 3, offers to export direct high quality 
“All Strength” light-weight bicycles. In- 
spection available at firm’s factory in 
Birmingham, England, or a representa- 
tive type supplied to potential importer 
vat buyer’s cost. Catalog and price in- 
formation available.* 


‘turer’s expense. 
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Bones (Cuttlefish) : 

Italy — “MEDITERRANEA” Srl. 
(exporter), 3-7 Via De Amicis, Savona, 
offers to export direct or through regional 
agents annually 100,000 to 200,000 units 
of first grade cuttlefish bones. Inspec- 
tion available at firm’s warehouses by 
controllers appointed by potential im- 
porter at buyer’s expense. 

Cardboard Articles: 

Netherlands—Luxe Cartonnageindus- 
trie ‘‘Haarlem’’ (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), 18 Rood Gasthuisstraat, Haar- 
lem, offers to export direct or through 
agent cardboard fancy wastepaper bas- 
kets, boxes, and chests. Samples avail- 
able from Netherlands firm on request. 
Illustrated booklets available.* 

Chemicals : 

Germany—Union-Chemie, Ernst Pau 
Jaeger (exporter, wholesaler), 27 Nord- 
strasse, Duesseldorf, offers to export di- 
rect or through agent monthly 50 to 106 
tons of phthalic anhydride. 

Netherlands—Dr. Ir. Kanner (manu- 
facturer); 10 Badhuisweg, The Hague, 
offers to export direct highest grade 
light chemicals, including theobromine, 
caffeine, and ethyl and methyl com- 
pounds. 

(The visit of Dr. Ir. Kanner was an- 
nounced in the June 1 issue of Foreign 
Commerce Weekly. U. S, address: c/o 
N. Padawer, 639 West End Ave., New 
York 24, N. Y.) , 

Clothing Accessories: 

France—Etablissments Auguste Cal- 
let (manufacturer, exporter), 12 rue 
Micheline, Vesoul (Hte-Saone), offers to 
export direct annually 30,000 to 40,000 
pairs of hand crocheted gloves in cotton 
or nylon. Inspection available at Cham- 
bre Syndicale, Luxeuil (Hte-Saone), 
which designates an expert at manufac- 
Correspondence in 
French preferred. 

France—Etablissments Mondine Fils 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, and ex- 
porter), Oloron-Sainte-Marie, Basses- 
Pyrenees, offers to export direct 100,000 
items of best quality 100-percent wool 
Basque berets (caps). Inspection avail- 
able in  Aloron-Sainte-Marie, B.P., 
France, at buyer’s expense, Correspond- 
ence in French preferred. 

Electrical Equipment and Accessories: 

Germany —R. & R. Brune Nachf. 
(manufacturer), 8 Schillerstrasse, Dort- 
mund, offers to export direct monthly 
50,000 safety elements and 5,000 safety 
boxes, made according to U. S. stand- 
ards. Illustrated catalog available.* 

Germany— Richard Hirschmann, 
Radiotechnisches Werk (manufacturer, 
exporter), 28 Urbanstrasse, Esslingen a. 
Neckar, offers to export direct or through 
regional agents in the western, mid- 
western, and southern areas radio, auto- 
mobile, telephone, telegraph, and elec- 
trical accessories. Inspection available 
at Esslingen plant at buyer’s expense. 
Illustrated booklet available.* 

Electrodes (Welding) : 

Germany — Essener Schweisselektro- 
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den-Werk G.m.b.H. (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), 30a Frohnhauserstrasse, Essen, 


offers to export direct or through agent— 


coated electrodes, quantity according to 
order. Descriptive literature available.* 


Foodstuffs: 

France—Etablissements Camboue 
(food packer, wholesaler, and exporter), 
rue Clarac, Vic-Bigorre, Hautes-Py- 
renees, offers to export direct or through 
agent food products, such.as ‘‘foies gras’’, 
““cepes’’, chicken and game and water 
fowls, packed in cans or glass jars. In- 
spection available in Bordeaux, Gironde, 
France, at buyer’s expense. 

France—Louis Henry, S. A. (packer, 
wholesaler, and exporter), 10 rue de la 
Seigliere, Bordeaux, Gironde, offers to 
export direct or through regional: agent 
on west coast only very good quality 
“foies gras’’ with truffles, chicken, and 
chicken products, packed in cans or glass 
jars. 

Spain—Luis M.:’ Baulenas (export 
agent), Santo Domingo 5, Tortosa (Tar- 
ragona), offers to export direct or 
through regional agents (excluding New 
York City and Boston), approximately 
500 tons of Riverera-type olive oil. 
Samples and certificates.of analysis by 
Spanish official laboratory may be fur- 
nished for account of seller, 


Forest Products: 

France—Etablissements Rougier & 
Fils (manufacturer, wholesaler; . ex- 
porter), 104 rue St. Symphorien, Niort, 
D.S., offers to export direct only very 
good quality ‘“‘Okoume’’ plywood (Ga- 
boon mahogany), including panels, boards 
(insulating and fireproof), and chair seat 
veneers, as well as technical plywood 
for boats and aircraft. Inspection avail- 
able in Niort, Deux-Sevres, France, at 
buyer’s expense. Correspondence should 
be addressed to 15 avenue d 1’Opera, 
Paris, France. [Illustrated literature 
available.* 


Gun Stocks and Blanks: 

France—S.A.R.L. Pierre Monneret & 
Cie. (manufacturer, exporter), 204 ave- 
nue Lacassagne, Lyon, offers to export 
direct or through regional agents in 
Illinois and Minnesota 10,000 annually of 
very good quality gun stock blanks and 
gun stocks, made of French walnut wood. 


Handicraft: 

Italy — “MEDITERRANEA” S.r.l. 
(exporter), 3-7 Via de Amicis, Savona, 
offers to export direct or through agent 
first-class Italian handicraft work, in- 
cluding smokers’ supplies, whips and 
whip handles, umbrellas and umbrella 
handles, bird and mouse cages, fishing 
supplies, movable eyes and wigs for 
dolls, Christmas tree decorations, and 
artistic ornaments ivory, alabaster, and 
marble). 


Herbs? 

Italy — “MEDITERRANEA” Srl. 
(exporter), 3-7 Via De Amicis, Savona, 
offers to export direct or through agent 
first quality medicinal and aromatic 
herbs. Inspection available at firm’s 
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South Korea Wants 
Trade With U. S. 


South Korean traders reportedly 
are desirous of locating U. S. mar- 
kets and sources of supply in an 
effort to develop Korean trade. 

Products said to be available for 
export through regular commer- 
cial channels are nonferrous ores, 
graphite, magnetite, agar-agar, 
waste silk, furs, bristles, and 
handicrafts of bamboo, lacquer, 
and brass. Certificate of origin 
will be supplied when necessary. 

Commodities for which  sup- 
pliers are sought include sugar, 
grains and pulses, fertilizers, 
rayon and sulfite pulp, cotton and 
woolen yarns, fats and oils, indus- 
trial chemicals, and miscellaneous 
industrial equipment and accesso- 
ries. 

A list of business firms in Korea 
is available, at $1 a copy, from 
the Commercial Intelligence Divi- 
sion, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C., or 
any Department of Commerce 
Field Office. Also, further infor- 
mation may be obtained from 
Headquarters, United Nations Civil 
Assistance Command, Korea, 
8201ist Army Unit, APO 59. 











warehouses by controllers appointed by 
poténtial importer at buyer’s expense, 


Jewelers’ Items: 

Germany—Erwin Stierle (manufac- 
turer), 16 Maxmilianstrasse, Pforzheim, 
offers to export direct or through agent 
monthly 20,000 each of necklaces and 
bracelets, made of cable, double cable, 
curb, pea, maze curb, and snake chains, 
in brass, tombac, alpaca, silver, ster- 
ling silver, rolled gold, and fine gold; 
and 10,000 to 20,000 meters (1 meter 
equals 3.281 feet) of jewelry chains 
(cable, double cable, curb, pea, maze, 
and snake), soldered and unsoldered in 
brass, tombac, alpaca, silver (835), ster- 
ling silver (935), rolled gold, and fine 
gold. 


Lace Articles: 

France—Etablissements August Cal- 
let (manufacturer), 12 rue Micheline, 
Vesoul (Hte-Saone), offers to export di- 
rect lace doilies, handkerchiefs, baby 
bibs, collars, and hair nets. Inspection 
available at Chambre Syndicale, Luxeuil 
(Hte-Saone), which designates an expert 
at manufacturer’s expense. Correspond- 
ence in French preferred. 


Leather and Leather Articles: 

Italy — Edoardo Mottadelli (manu- 
facturer), 34 Via Fulvio Testi, Milan, 
offers to export direct or through agent 
leather desk and toilet articles and trav- 
eling cases. Photographs and price list 
in Italian available,* 

Netherlands—Péssers Verbunt N.V. 
(manufacturer), 39 van Bylandstraat, 


Tilburg, offers to export direct various 
grades and qualities of sheep leather. 
Samples available for examination from 
Netherlands firm. 


Machinery and Parts: 

England—Pressure Jet Markers, Ltd. 
(manufacturer, exporter, wholesaler), 
15a Lancaster Gardens, Kingston on 
Thames, Surrey, offers to export direct 
or through agent wet-marking machines, 
used for sports grounds. Firm states 
machine is designed to spray by pressure 
a line on grass or cinders, without con- 
tacting surface; also, three running track 
lines may be marked in one operation. 
Additional attachment converts machine 
into a weed-killing spraying unit. MIlus- 
trated literature and photograph avail- 
able.* 

Germany —Gebr. Hegner O.HG. 
Werkzeug- und Maschinenfabrik (manu- 
facturer), 35 Achalmstrasse, Schwennin- 
gen a. Neckar, offers to export direct (1) 
high precision drilling and threading ma- 
chines, bench, gang, or column types; 
(2) vertical millers for universal milling 
machines; and (3) dividers in three sizes 
(110, 130, and 150 mm.), circular dividers 
(type RTA 3), and rack dividers (type 
ZTA), all for universal milling machines. 
Independent quality inspection available 
through the firm of Bohle K.G., Biele- 
feld, Germany, at seller’s expense. Il- 
lustrated literature on item 1 only avail- 
able.* 

Germany—Muhr and Bender (manu- 
facturer, exporter), Attendorn/Westf., of- 
fers to export direct machine tools, in- 
cluding plate and section shears, shear- 
ing machines for sheets and profiled 
irons, and lever punching machines. 
Illustrated catalog available.* 

Germany—Eugen u. Karl _ Stroh- 
haecker, Maschinenfabrik (manufacturer, 
exporter), Oeschelbronn near Pforzheim, 
Baden, offers to export direct automatic 
jewelry chain-making machines, suitable 
for producing cable (three sizes), double 
cable (two sizes), curb (three sizes), 
maze curb, barley corn, ball, and snake 
chains. Illustrated literature available.* 

Germany—Joh, Woerner, Werkzeug- 
maschinenfabrik (manufacturer), 4-4a 
Austrasse, Schwenningen a. Neckar, of- 


fers to export direct or through agent. 


high capacity drilling machines, bench, 
gag, or column types; and eccentric, 
quick-acting screw vises, width of jaws 
60, 85, and 110 mm. Independent quality 
inspection available at Schwenningen a. 
Neckar plant, at buyer’s expense, Ilus- 
trated catalog available.* 

Metal Products: 

Germany—Muhr and Bender (manu- 
facturer, exporter), Attendorn/Westf., of- 
fers to export direct steel shoe shanks, 
Illustrated price list available.* 

Germany — Kettenwerk Pruente & 
Co. G.m.b.H. (manufacturer, exporter), 
Datteln/Westf., offers to export direct or 
through agent all kinds of chains, in- 
cluding stud link, coil, short link, and 
buoy types, Illustrated literature avail- 
able.* 

Germany—Westdeutsche  Seil-Indus- 
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trie, Paul Stoessel (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), 64 Duesseldorferstrasse, Osterath 
b. Duesseldorf, offers to export direct or 
through agent monthly 15 to 20 tons of 
wire ropes, suitable for cranes, lifts, 
dredgers, winches, slings, pumping lines, 
and flat ropes. Descriptive literature 
available.* 


Office Supplies: 


Sweden—AB. Galco (manufacturer, 
exporter, wholesaler), 12-A Gavlegatan, 
Stockholm, offers to export direct 
monthly 5,000 standard quality AGRIPPA 
catalog or prong binders. Ilustrated 
literature and price information avail- 
able.* 


Paints: 


Italy—Dino S. Saltiel (Italia) (ex- 
porter), Via Abamonti 4, Milan, offers 
to export direct monthly 5,000 gallons 
of protective coating paints, suitable for 
industrial and military needs and for 
naval and merchant marine vessels. 
Firm states paint is fire and water proof, 
antiseptic, washable, and heat-repellent 
and can be used on wood, cloth, metal, 
and cement surfaces. Inspection avail- 
able before shipment at buyer’s expense. 


Pharmaceuticals: 


Germany—Pharma o. H.G., Wipper- 
mann & Thomae (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), 17b Hoher Weg, Soest/Westtf., 
offers to export direct or through agent 
gelatin capsules for medicinal purposes, 
and tea made from German herbs, 
quantity according to order. Descriptive 
leaflet on capsules only available.* 

Precision Instruments: 

Germany—Oberndorfer  Praezisions- 
Werk G.m.b.H. (manufacturer, exporter), 
Postfach 21, Oberndorf a. Neckar, offers 
to export direct or through agent monthly 
2,000 MAUSER precision calipers, 300 
precision micrometers, ring and limit 
gages, and cone calipers, 


_ Netherlands—N.V. Observator (manu- 


facturer, exporter, wholesaler), 52 West- 
zeedijk, Rottendam, offers to export di- 
rect or through agent first quality mi- 
crometer or so-called ‘‘Rapid Reader’’ 
sextants, quantity according to order. 
Inspection available by Royal Nether- 
land Meteorological Institute, cost in- 
cluded in price, 


Religious Articles: 

Germany—Werner Karmoll, Email- 
lier-Anstalt (manufacturer, exporter), 7 
Ob. Rodstrasse, Pforzheim, Baden, of- 
fers to export direct or through agent 
monthly approximately 5,000 to 10,000 
religious medals of enameled plated Ger- 
man silver. Independent quality inspec- 
tion available at Pforzheim plant at sell- 
er’s expense, 


Tools: 

Germany—Louis Flues (manufact- 
urer, exporter), 105 Kremenhollerstrasse, 
Remscheid, offers to export direct or 
through agent all types of tools, includ- 
ing files, rasps, wrenches, pincers, vises, 
and saws. Price information and catalog 
(in German and English) available.* 


June 8, 1953 


Wooden Articles: 

Germany—Kuhn & Steinel (manu- 
facturer, exporter), Am Sonnenbuechel 
7, Ravensburg, Wuerttemberg, offers to 
export direct turned wooden articles (un- 
finished, stained, polished, lacquered), 
such as plates, dishes, boxes, and beer 
mugs. Also, firm offers to make wooden 
items according to drawings submitted. 
Independent quality inspection available 
through Chamber of Handicraft, Reut- 
lingen, Wuerttemberg, or through 
Kreisinnungsverband (District Associa- 
tion) Biberach a.d. Riss, at seller’s ex- 
pense. Correspondence in German pre- 
ferred. 

Japan—Midland Agencies (exporter, 
wholesaler, manufacturer, commission 
merchant), 2651 Irie-Omagari, Shimizu 
City, Shizuoka Prefecture, offers to ex- 
port direct wooden household wares 
(salad bowls, salt and pepper shakers, 
pepper mills, chopping boards, cutting 
blocks, and trays), toys (coaches, cov- 
ered wagons, and ships), and 6-foot fold- 
ing rules with metal joints. Photo- 
graphs available.* 





EXPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Art Objects: 

Mexico—Juan V. Padilla (importing 
distributor), Edificio Chapa 304, Mon- 
terrey, wishes to purchase direct or ob- 
tain agency for porcelain decorative ob- 
jects. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 

Chemicals: 

Netherlands—United States Oil Com- 
pany (importer, exporter, wholesaler), 
61 Galileistraat, Rotterdam, wishes to 
purchase direct or obtain agency for 2 to 
10 tons of chemical additives for the 
manufacture of so-called heavy-duty 
motor oils, to be packed in 54-gallon 
drums, 

Camping Equipment: 

Mexico—Gas Industrial de Monterrey, 
S.A. importer of natural gas, occasion- 
ally machinery, and gas equipment and 
supplies), Apartado Postal 1005, Mon- 
terrey, wishes to purchase direct port- 
able field beds made of aluminum and 
canvas, 

Current World Trade Directory Report 
being prepared, 

Cotton Linters: 

Germany—A. Hagedorn & Co., A.G. 
(importer, manufacturer), 95-96 Lotter- 


strasse, Osnabrueck, wishes to purchase 
direct cotton linters, 


Electrical Supplies: 

Mezxico—Juan V. Padilla (importing 
distributor), Edificio Chapa 304, Mon- 
terrey, wishes to purchase direct or ob- 
tain agency for lamps and lighting fix- 
tures. 

Floor Coverings: 

Mexico—Juan V. Padilla (importing 
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distributor), Edificio Chapa 304, Mon- 
terrey, wishes to purchase direct or ob- 
tain agency for rugs, 

Machinery : 

Syria—Zohrab Kachadourian (manu- 
facturer of paper bags), P.O.B. 614, 
Khan Saboun, Aleppo, wishes to pur- 
chase direct an electric machine 110 v. 
60 cycles a.c.) for manufacturing 260 
paper bags per minute, in sizes ranging 
from 63x93 mm, to 145x200 mm., to be 
made from sheets 200 to 440 mm, long. 

Union of South Africa—African Plas- 
tic Industries (Pty.), Ltd. (importer, ex- 
porter, manufacturer), Aeco House, Mil- 
ler and 8th Sts., New Doornfontein, 
Johannesburg, wishes to purchase direct 
machinery and raw materials necessary 
for the manufacture of plastic articles 
by injection, compression, extrusion, and 
fabrication processes, 


Medicinal and Dental Specialties: 

Italy—“‘CONRA”-Dr. Luigi Danovaro 
& Enrico Marchiori (potential importer 
and sales agent), 21/A/5 Salita Santa 
Brigida, Genoa, wishes to purchase di- 
rect or obtain agency for medicinal and 
dental specialties. 


Textiles: 

Mexico—Juan V. Padilla (importing 
distributor), Edificio Chapa 304, Mon- 
terrey, wishes to purchase. direct or ob- 
tain agency for curtain materials, 
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OPPORTUNITIES 
Chemicals: 
elgium—John L. H. Molenaar 


(manufacturer’s agent), 109 boulevard 
des Hospices,~ Ghent, wishes to obtain 
agency for thermosetting resin adhesives 
(sodium silicate, etc.), other synthetic 
resin adhesives, or synthetic resins for 
sizing or finishing purposes for textiles. 
Firm proposes that interested U.S, man- 
ufacturers provide the following infor- 
mation; kind of article to be exported, 
technical details and references, indica- 
tions of its use, brand under which ar- 
ticle is sold, markets other than the U.S. 
in which the article is sold, trade-mark 
registration, whether patented, details 
on packing, prices c.i.f, Antwerp, com- 
mission and other provisions (for adver- 
tising, marketing, etc.) included in price, 
other details essential to preparation of 
market report. Firm would then pre- 
pare market report for article involved, 
giving details on possible European mar- 
ket, after which discussion regarding 
representation could be initiated. 


Clothing Accessories: 

Union of South Africa—J. Blumenthal 
& Co. (manufacturer’s representative), 
National Bank Buildings, Pritchard St., 
Johannesburg, wishes to obtain agency 
for ladies’ fabric gloves, 

Cotton Linters: 

Germany—Lange, Schultz & Co. 
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G.m.b.H. (importer and agent), 25 Ballin- 
damm, Hamburg, wishes to obtain 
agency for all grades of raw cotton lin- 
ters in 30- to 50-ton lots, delivery accord- 
ing to samples, 


Machinery: 


Belgium—John L. H. Molenaar 
(manufacturer’s agent), 109 boulevard 
des Hospices, Ghent, wishes to obtain 
textile machinery (sizing, dyeing, bleach- 
ing, and eventually special drying sys- 
tems), and machinery for the manufac- 
ture of paperboard, plywood, and wall- 
board. Firm proposes that interested 
U.S, manufacturers provide technical de- 
tails and sales references, whether pat- 
ented, details on packing, prices c.i..f. 
Antwerp, and other details essential to 
preparation of market report. Firm 
would then prepare market report for 
type of machinery involved, giving de- 
tails on possible European market, after 
which discussions regarding representa- 
tion could be initiated. 

France—Etablissements Barrie, Cau- 
jolle & Pelegry (C.T.S.I.) (wholesaler, 
manufacturer’s agent), 6 allees Paul- 
Sabatier, Toulouse, Haute - Garonne, 
wishes to obtain agency for good stand- 
ard, modern types of industrial machin- 
ery and equipment. Correspondence in 
French preferred. 


Marine Equipment: 

France—Robert Amiand (wholesaler, 
retailer, manufacturer’s agent), 6 quai 
Emmanuel-Garnier, Les Sables-d’Olonne, 
Vendee, wishes to obtain agency for ma- 
rine equipment and supplies, including 
cables; equipment and spplies for fisher- 
men; and fishing trawlers and sea-going 
suction dredges. 


Office Equipment and Supplies: 

France—A. J. Coventry (retailer, 
sales and manufacturer’s agent), 3 rue 
Martignac, Bordeaux, Gironde, wishes 
to obtain agency for good quality office 
equipment, machines, and supplies, in- 
cluding calculating and stapling ma- 
chines and staple removers. 


Tools: 

Union of South Africa—G. F. Sims 
(Pty.), Ltd. (manufacturer’s representa- 
tive), 40 Howard House, Loveday St., 
Johannesburg, wishes to obtain agency 
for medium grade finish pipe wrenches 
with removable lower jaws, suitable for 
the gold-mining industry. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Belgium—Marquis Fabrizio Massoni, 
representing Usines Remy, S. A. (manu- 
facturer and exporter of foodstuffs and 
feedstuffs), Wygmael (Brabant Prov- 
ince), is interested in investigating U.S. 
markets for rice starch, adhesives, 
baby foods, and poultry feed. Also, Mr. 
Massoni would like to contact American 
manufacturers of adhesives and other 
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products, interested in importing from 
the Belgian firm, or manufacturing the 
Belgian products under license for dis- 
tribution through their sales organiza- 
tions. Mr.*Massoni also wishes to con- 
tact American firms interested in export- 
ing foodstuffs and allied products to Bel- 
gium and‘the Belgian Congo. He is now 
in the United States for an indefinite pe- 
riod. U.S. address: 310 E. 44th St., New 
York 17, N. Y. 

Colombia—Gabriel Puerta Londono 
(architect, interior decorator, store and 
factory advertiser), Avenida Jiminez No. 
8-74, Bogota, is interested in contacting 
interior decorating and store and fac- 
tory advertising agencies. Scheduled to 
arrive May 17, via New York, for a visit 
of 3 months. U. S. address: Governor 
Clinton Hotel, 7th Ave. and 31st St., New 
York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, Chi- 
cago, Washington, and Miami. 

Cuba—Charles Henriques (commis- 
sion merchant handling foodstuffs, paper, 
and hardware), Calle ‘‘N’’ No. 373, Apto, 
3, Vedado, Havana, is interested in rep- 
resenting American manufacturers of 
heavy hardware and paper. Scheduled 
to arrive May 31, via Miami, for a visit 
of 2 months. U. S. address: c/o Major 
Forwarding Co., 15 Moore St., New York, 
N. Y. Itinerary: New York, Chicago, 
Philadelphia, and Miami. 

Current World Trade Directory Report 
being prepared. 

Germany—Heink Greif, representing 
Export Service Handwerk G.m.b.H. (ex- 
porter), 27 Ehrenbergstrasse, Berlin- 
Dahlem, is interested in contacting U.S. 
firms which are willing to place orders 
with Berlin firms for the manufacture 
of precision parts in the fine mechanical 
and optical fields. Also, he is interested 
in exporting to the United States the fol- 
lowing commodities: First-class fashion 
jewelry, inexpensive Gablonz jewelry, 
metal and bronze picture frames, crys- 
tal chandeliers, and bronze chande- 
liers in baroque and Louis XIV and XVI 
styles, brass candlesticks and other brass 
art items, car key chains with new mod- 
ern adherent pins, high-grade window 
display articles, surgical, orthopedic, 
and dental instruments, hand-sculptured 
articles of virtu, Mocha sets of 900 silver, 
porcelain sets and figures and beer steins, 
Christmas ornaments made of gold pa- 
per, special narrow film cameras, 
oculists’ instruments, and sighting tele- 
scopes for hunting rifles. Scheduled to 
arrive June 15, via Toronto and Detroit, 
fora month’s visit. U. S. address: c/o 
German Consulate General, 8 S. Michi- 
gan Ave., Chicago 3, Illinois. Itinerary: 
Detroit (June 15), Chicago (June 17), 
Dallas (June 25), Fort Worth (June 27), 
San Antonio (June 29), Corpus Christi 
(July 1), Houston (July 3), Little Rock 
(July 6), St. Louis (July 8), and New 
York (July 13 to 17). 

Israel—F. Levi, representing Franz 
Levi, Ltd. (manufacturer and exporter 
of rubber goods and rubberized cloth, 
importer of raw rubber, plastic material, 
and chemicals), 53 Carmel Ave., Haifa, 


is interested in contacting manufacturers 
of self-adhesive tape for the sealing of 
rainwear in the manufacturing process, 
plastic sheeting for the production of 
medical adhesive tape, fire hose weaving 
looms (circular and/or flat), nylon or 
similar yarn for the weaving of pressure 
hoses, machinery for the braiding of 
pressure hose with steel wire, and gen- 
eral machinery for the production of 
rubber goods. Mr. Levi is now in the 
United States for a month’s visit. U. S. 
address: c/o Miltenberg & Samton, Inc., 
10 E. 40th St., New York 16, N. Y. 


Japan—Fukusaburo Kawakita, repre- 
(senting F. Kawakita Co., Ltd. (whole- 
saler, exporter), Post Office Box 149 
Yokohama, Kanagawa-ken, is interested 
in studying trade conditions in the United 
States. Scheduled to arrive about June 
30, via New York, for a month’s visit. 
Address: c/o F. Kawakita Co., Ltd., 
Toronto, Canada (for forwarding). 
Itinerary: San Francisco and New York, 

Japan—Kiyoichi Sugimoto, represent- 
ing Toaye Commercial Co., Ltd. (im- 
porter, exporter, agent), Maruishi Bldg., 
Kanda-Kajicho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, is 
interested in textiles, textile chemicals 
and machinery, and metal, agricultural, 
and marine products. Scheduled to ar- 
rive May 26, via Seattle, for a visit of 2 
months. U. S. addresses: ¢/o Transocean 
Commerce, Inc., 165 Broadway, New 
York, N. Y., or c/o Joseph Bancroft and 
Sons Co., Wilmington 99, Delaware. 
Itinerary: Chicago, New York, Wilming- 
ton, Washington, Philadelphia, Los 
Angeles, and San Francisco. 

Current World Trade Directory Report 
being prepared. 

Netherlands—H. J. Tijsseling, repre- 
senting Tijsseling’s Fabrieken N.V. 
(manufacturer, exporter, importer), Ar- 
deschstraat 22, P.O. Box 15, Nijkerk, 
is interested in exporting flush doors, 
plywood, furniture, and_ incubators. 
Scheduled to arrive June 4, via New 
York, for an indefinite period. U. S. 
address: 4305 Allendale Ave., Oakland, 


California. Itinerary: San Francisco 
and other cities. 
Pakistan (East)—A. W. Adamiee, 


representing Adamjee Jute Mills, Ltd., 
Naranyanganj, is interested in burlap 
and bags. Scheduled to arrive June 8, 
via New York, for a month’s visit. U. S. 
address: c/o Joseph Epstein, 800 Wall 
St., New York, N, Y. Itinerary: New 
York, Washington, and Chicago. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 

Pakistan—Mohammed Yusuf, repre- 
senting Brentford, Yusuf & Co., Ltd. 
(importer, commission merchant, agent), 
Post Box No. 85, Masson Narsingdas 
Building, The Mall, Lahore, is interested 
in importing agricultural, industrial, and 
earth-moving machinery. Scheduled to 
arrive May 25, via New York, for a visit 
of 6 weeks. U. S. address: c/o Allis- 
Chalmers Manufacturing Co., 1126 8, 
70th St., Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Itinerary: 


(Continued on Page 20) 
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CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 





Mexican Import Tariff 
Further Revised 


Nine new classifications have been 
added to the Mexican import tariff; du- 
ties applicable to seven classifications 
have been revised, mostly upward; and 
the descriptions of five others have been 
altered, by two decrees effective May 13 
and published in the Diario Oficial of 
May 7. 

The new items; their fraction num- 
bers; specific duties, in pesos per gross 
kilogram; and percent ad valorem duties 
are as follows: 


6.21.03, Composition with a base of greases, 
resins, and solvents derived from petroleum, 
used for sprinkling cement to preserve its 
dampness, 0.40; 10. (Previously covered under 
fraction No, 6.21.02, ‘‘Compositions, liquid or 
in powder, with a base of mineral matter, 

for improving the quality of cement, éVen 
containing organic principles,’’ dutiable at 0.01 
peso a gross kilogram plus 5 percent ad@ 
valorem.) 

7.44.19, Sheets of synthetic resins, unspeci- 
fied, weighing between 25 and 100 grams a 
square decimeter, 2.00; 40. 

8.21.05, Pumps for extracting liquids from 
deep wells, whose suction and propulsion 
system includes a special arrangement for 
working in the liquid under the surface of the 

ound, and whose motor is submersible, 

10; 5. 


8.42.03, Cables and connections of base metal 
of all kinds to transmit electric current from 
the battery to various parts of the automobile 
or to the ground, 1.00; 

8.50.13, Machines for franking correspond- 
ence and separate parts therefor, not speci- 
fied, 0.10; 5. (Prior permission of the Minis- 
try of Communications and Public Works, 
through the Post Office, is required for im- 
portation.) 

8.55.02, Wooden cabinets for sewing ma- 
chines specified in fraction 8.55.00, 6.00; 10. 

8.55.03, Separate parts for unmounted cabi- 
nets for sewing machines specified in fraction 
8.55.00, 3.00; 10. 

8.55.04, Sewing machines weighing over 30 
—— not including table or cabinet, 
0.10; 


8.55. 06, Sewing machines, not specified, 
of models previously proven to the Customs 
Office to be of industrial use; also separate 
parts of such machines and of machines cov- 
ered under fraction 8.55.04, 0.10; 1. 


Items whose duties are revised are 
as follows, including, in addition to the 
new duties, former rates, shown in 
parentheses: 


1.12.0 Hides et skins, beng it” of live- 
stock o1 any kind, (same) ; 10). 

3.31.88, Se tiles and erick of sili- 
con; also mortar, plastic, and concrete of the 

e composition (added by new decree), 1.00 
tyme e) a 100 gross go ae 10 (5). 

6.61.50, Sulfur black, color derived from coal 
tar, 0.50 (0.30); 15 (4). 

7.50.20: Paper waste and trimmings, 0.10 
(0. m: 5 (same). 

8.55.00, Sewing machines, with wooden cabi- 
nets transformable into pieces of household 
furniture by means of spécial devices which 

low the head of the machine to be concealed, 

.00 (0.50); 10 (30). 

8.55.01, Sewin machines, | not s 
separate parts therefor, 5. 60 (1. 

62.06, Cards or flexible vesture for card- 
ing machines made of any type of cloth, felt, 
or leather, including those which are mounted, 
8.00 (0.60); 10 (5). 


Changes in descriptions of the five 
items, as shown in parentheses, and 
rates of duty on these items, which re- 
main unchanged, are as follows: 

3.31.85, Refractory tiles and bricks with alu- 
minum silicate base (also mortar, plasti¢s Hy} 


d concrete of the same composition), 
@ 100 g" kilograms; 20. 

d bricks (with 
r chromo-magne- 


ecified, and 
): 10 (3). 


3.31. Refractory tiles 


base of magnesite, chrome, 
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site; also mortar, plastic, and concrete of 
the same composition), 0.23 a 100 gross kilo- 
grams; exempt. 

8.52.23, Stoves and heaters, all types, non- 
electric, consuming liquid or gas fuels (and 
their separate or spare parts, not specified, 
HO ty those not painted or enameled), 

8.52.24, Ovens and roasters, all types, non- 
electric, consuming liquid or gas fuels (same 
addition as for 8.52. 23), 0.15; 30. 

8.71.08, Bench screws (holdin presses, and 
gluing clamps), for craftsmen, 0.10; 30 





Colombia Allows Return 
Of Deposits on Shipments 


When losses through pilferage or other 
causes occur in shipments to Colombia 
of merchandise while stored in customs 
warehouses, the Office of Exchange Reg- 
istration is authorized to return the 
standard 10 percent deposit required to 
be made in all cases to the Stabilization 
Fund, provided the interested party es- 
tablishes a bank guaranty by. which he 
engages to present a suitable corrected 
manifest, or, in the absence of same, 
proof of payment of the insurance in 
question. 

However, when shortages are attributa- 
ble to the goods having been listed on 
cargo manifests and subsequently not 
shipped, the above-mentioned provisions 
are not applicable. 


This regulation was effected by Circu- 
lar No. 190 of the Bank of the Republic, 
dated April 18, 1953.—Emb., Bogota. 





Western Germany Abolishes 
Export Duty on Molasses 


The export duty of 4 deutschemarks 
per 100 kilograms previously assessed 
on molasses in the Federal Republic of 


Germany was eliminated by the Bunde- - 


stag on April 4, 1953. 

This measure will make it easier for 
the German sugar industry to export its 
surplus of approximately 120,000 metric 
tons of molasses. 





Greece Adjusts Duties 
To Exchange Rate 


Greek customs duties were re- 
adjusted on April 29, in line with 
the devaluation of the Greek - 
drachma on April 9, as follows: 

All ad valorem duties are now 
assessed at the new exchange rate 
of 30,000 drachmas to the U. S. 
dollar (former rate, 15,000 drach- 
mas to the dollar). Specific duties 
are raised 33 percent above those 
in effect before the devaluation. 

However, the Greek Govern- 
ment is undertaking downward 
adjustments in effective duty rates 
on some basic items, including 
herring, codfish, pulses, meat, 
sugar, coffee, kerosene, and gaso- 
lin.—Emb., Athens. 











Pakistan Puts Strict 
Controls on 16 Items 


Pakistan on May 2 imposed strict con- 
trols on the production, importation, 
and sale of 16 commodities, under 
the terms of its essential commodities 
(control of distribution) order. 

The commodities affected are: 

Paper except newsprint; bicycles, in- 
cluding parts, tires, and tubes; certain 
drugs and medicines; medical and sur- 
gical instruments and appliances; 
caustic soda; soda ash; hydrosulfide of 
soda; ammonia; chlorine; acetylene; 
oxygen; imported chemical dyes; 
mechanically propelled vehicles, includ- 
ing parts, tires, and tubes; glass and 
glassware, including scientific and labo- 
ratory equipment; electrical and radio 
goods and appliances, including wires 
and cables; and artificial silk yarn and 
thread. 


Importers of these commodities must 
upon receiving notice of shipment fur- 
nish to the Controller General of Prices 
and Supplies a description of the goods, 
date and place of arrival, and a state- 
ment of intended disposition. Two weeks 
after arrival of the goods, the importer 
must again furnish a description of the 
goods, together with the landed c.i-f. 
value of each item, customs duty, and 
other charges. 


Producers of the commodities are re- 
quired monthly to furnish descriptions 
of goodS manufactured during the pre- 
ceding month, production cost, and state- 
ment of disposition. ~ 


The Controller has power to designate 
the dealers to whom the importer or 
producer may sell, to order that speci- 
fied quantities of the goods be sold to 
approved dealers, and to fix.maximum 
prices. He may also require any infor- 
mation he desires about the goods, in- 
spect records and books, and enter and 
search premises and seize articles he 
has reason to believe contravene the 
order. 


The order represents an attempt by 
the Government to insure equitable dis- 
tribution and fair prices for commodities 
in short supply as a result of the re- 


cently imposed stringent curbs on 
private imports. 





Turkey’s rapid expansion in grain 
acreage and production during the past 
3 years, together with sharp yield in- 
creases for the 1951 and 1952 harvests, 
has placed that country among the 6 
leading wheat producing countries in 
the world (the U.S.S.R. and China ex- 
cluded) and among the 3 highest pro- 
ducers of rye and barley. It has also 
changed the postwar status of the coun- 
try from that of an importer to that of 
an important exporter for both bread 
and feed grains.—Emb., Ankara. 


17 








AR ES iain 


np ae a 


Barren BSR U ne fe BME ss 


eprecnaniee Si sek 4 jena Be, 


LP SESE ERIN LI SES SIS 
RE NEY CTT SET CS 





CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 


Greece Eases Import 
Of Private Cars 


The Greek Foreign Trade Board on 
May 2 relaxed its regulations governing 
importation of cars into Greece for per- 


sonal use for which no foreign exchange 
is made available by the Government. 


A visitor to Greece who resides abroad 
permanently may now import a passen- 
ger car into the country on a temporary 
basis without obtaining a special license 
from the Ministry of Commerce on con- 
dition that the car will be reexported. 


A passenger car sent gratis or belong- 
ing to a person establishing permanent 
residence in Greece may be brought into 
the country without a special license 
provided its value does not exceed $1,800 
f.a.s. port of shipment and it is not a 
convertible. These restrictions are 
waived if the prospective resident has 
used the car personally while abroad 
for at least 6 months. 

Prior to this decision, No. 32303, 
licenses for noncommercial imports of 
passenger cars were granted upon pay- 
ment of various rates of contributions, 
or special import levy. This levy has 
now been eliminated in line with the 
devaluation of the drachma on April 9. 
— Emb., Athens. 





Pakistan Freely Exports 
Ephedra, Other Products 


Ephedra, rosin, and rock salt have 
been added to Pakistan’s Open General 
License No. 7, which permits the ex- 
portation 
Pakistan to any country in the world 


without the necessity of an export li- - 


cense. 

Pakistan was the major supplier of 
ephedra_jp the United States in 1952, 
having shipped 95 percent of U. S. total 
imports of the product. 

Open General License No. 7, which 
became effective on October 22, 1952, 
also includes castor seed, chrome ore, 
Comilla cotton, certain raw hides and 
skins, handmade paper, wool, certain 
herbs and crude drugs, cottonseed, 
kapok, saltpeter, gypsum, asafetida, soda 
ash, and other miscellaneous products, 


ALGERIA 


Reimposes Duties on Tires, Tubes 


See item bearing the same title under 
France. 


BRAZIL 
ticensing at Official Rate 


As announced in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, June 1, 1953, page 10, under the 
heading “Brazil To Import More Items 
at Official Rate,” leaf tobacco for cigar 
wrappers and printing paper and other 
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Gold Coast Relaxes Export Licensing 


Additional commodities have been in- 
cluded in the Gold Coast’s list of goods 
authorized exportation to all countries 
under open general license, that is, with- 
out the necessity of procuring individual 
licenses, by Government notice No. 495, 
effective March 11. 


The complete list of products that 
may be exported under open general 
license is as follows: 

All fruits, including fresh and dried 
fruits, and fruit juices; kola nuts; 
spices; anophe (wild silk); beeswax; 
bones and horns; calabashes; piassava; 
kapok and all types of fibers; gum of all 
types, including gum copal and gum 
arabic; hides and skins; ivory; hme oil; 
manufactured and unmanufactured wool 
and timber, including plywood; live ani- 
mals and birds, not for food; trade sam- 
ples of no commercial value; adver- 
tising materials (trade lists, catalogues, 


and calendars) of relatively small value 
intended for free distribution, 

Gift parcels to individuals of any 
country may be dispatched from the 
Gold Coast under open general license 
provided they are bona fide unsolicited 
gifts not exceeding 22 pounds in weight 
or £5 (US$14) in value and are clearly 
marked as gifts. No more than one 
parcel may be sent by any donor to the 
same recipient in any calendar month. 

In addition to these general open- 
license regulations, some items destined 
for the United Kingdom may be exported 
freely under open general license. These 
include coconuts, diamonds, bauxite, 
rubber, gold, and used postage stamps. 

All exports, other than those noted 
above, regardless of destination, remain 
subject to individual license issued by 
the Gold Coast Controller of Imports 
and Exports.—Gold Coast Gazette, Mar. 
11, 1953. 





materials for the press, except machin- 
ery, have been added to the list of 
goods licensable for importation into 
Brazil at the official exchange rate. 

The other items on the list, as an- 
nounced in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
March 30, 1953, page 8, and April 6, 1953, 
page 5, continue to be licensable at the 
official exchange rate. They have not 
been withdrawn, as might be inferred 
from the June 1 announcement. 


COLOMBIA 


Tightens Import of Seeles 
Colombia now requires prior approval 

by its Ministry of Development for im- 

port registration of the following items: 


Ex No. 755, Iron scales, 

Ex 769, Copper scales. 

Ex 773-c, Nickel scales. 

Ex 849, Machines for packing merchan- 
dise and for opening, washing, filling, 
closing, labeling, or capping bottles, 
barrels, or similar reeeptacles, pro- 
vided with scales for weighing. 

850, Weighing apparatus, exelusive of 

precision balances: 

‘a. Automatic weighing apparatus ex- 

cept spring or eounterpoise balanees; 
b. Fixed weighing balanees; 
e. Others. 


These restrictions were effected by 
Ministry of Development resolution No. 
162, dated April 15, 1953.—_E-mb., Bogota, 


DENMARK 


Signs Agreement With France 

A protocol to the agreement of Octo- 
ber 8, 1951, between Denmark and 
France for mutual trade during the 
period April 1-September 30, 1953, was 
signed in Copenhagen on April 29, re- 








placing a similar protocol which ex- 
pired March 31. 

Although there are some changes for 
Individual items, the new protocol 
closely follows the pattern of the pre- 
ceding 6-month protocol. Danish im- 
ports in the 6 months are to be equiva- 
leat to one-half the quantities specified 
in the original 12-month agreement of 
October 8, 1951, between the two 
countries, 

On the other hand, in view of the 
continued French deficit on account 
with the European Payments Union, im- 
ports into continental France will be 
30 percent of the annual volume en- 
visaged by the 12-month agreement. 

Noncontinental French imports from 
Denmark are to be maintained at one- 
half the annual rate under the 1951 
agreement. 


The Danish import schedule does not 
include “liberalized” articles, for which 
import licenses are not required, and 
the French schedule does not include 
articles formerly liberalized. In con- 
sequence a large volume of trade be- 
tween the two eountries is not covered 
by the current agreement.—Emb., Co- 
penhagen. 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


Raises Duties on Nails, Staples 


The Dominican Republie has modified 
its import duties on steel nails and 
staples, items Nos. 178 and 179 of cus- 
toms tariff law No, 1488 of July 26, 
1947. 

Staples for barbed wire not less than 
1 inch in length are now dutiable at $1 
per 100 kilograms, gross weight. Form- 
erly they were duty free. 

The duty on nails, rivets, and other 
staples is increased from $3 to $5.50 per 
100 kilograms, gross weight. 
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FRANCE 


Reimposes Duties on Tires, Tubes 


French and Algerian import duties on 
tires, tubes, and various other com- 
modities, which had been suspended, 
were reimposed by a Franch decree of 
May 2, according to a telegram of May 
16 from the American Embassy in 
Paris. 


Duties, based on the c.i.f. value of the 
articles, are as follows: 


Solid rubber tires, inner tubes weigh- 
ing more than 4.4 pounds, and casings 
for aircraft and other casings weighing 
more than 33 pounds, 18 percent; inner 
tubes weighing 4.4 pounds and less, and 
casings weighing 33 pounds and less, 22 
percent. 

Among the other commodities on 
which duties are reimposed are some 
tanned hides,. some wools and wool 
yarns, reeds for wickerwork, cortisone, 
aureomycin, ACTH, and lithopone. 

Information on_ specific products 
affected by the decree may be obtained 
from the European Division, Office of 
International Trade, Washington 25, 
D. C. 





FRENCH CAMEROONS 


Changes Cotton, Meat Taxes 


The French Cameroons has increased 
its export production tax on meat from 
2 to 5 percent ad valorem and changed 
the tax on cotton from 2.50 CFA francs 
a net kilogram to 15 percent ad valorem 
(1 Colonial French African franc= 
US$0.0057).—Journal Officiel of French 
Cameroons, March 11, 1953. 





INDIA 


Lowers Duties on Oils 


The’ Indian export duty on linseed oil 
was reduced on May 12 from 100 rupees 
to 50 rupees a long ton and the duty on 
linseed from 100 rupees to 25 rupees. 
These reductions were considered neces- 
sary because of a large exportable sur- 
plus of the products. 

On the same date the import duty on 
palm oil from the United States and 
other non-Commonwealth countries 
was reduced from 43% percent ad 
valorem to 10 percent. The reduction is 
designed to lower prices of palm oil and 
palm oil produets used by Indian con- 
sumers, 


The import duty of 31% percent ad 
valorem on raw flax has been abolished 
(1 rupee=US$$0.21), 


Freely Licenses Castor Oil 


Castor oil will be licensed freely for 
exportation from India through the 
month of July, the Government has 
announced, 
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Peru Rescinds Decree 
On Nonessentials 


The Peruvian Government has 
rescinded the decree of May 15, 
1953, which established a 50-percent 
ad valorem additional import tax 
on 832 nonessential items. (See 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, June 
1, 1953, p. 9, for announcement of 
the imposition of the tax.) 

The success of other measures 
taken to strengthen the exchange 
rate has made the additional tax 
unnecessary,- according to a new 
decree dated May 29. 











LIBERIA 


Increases Some Luxury Taxes 


Liberia has sharply increased its 
“Juxury taxes’’ on cosmetics, perfumery, 
and some other commodities, by an 
amendment to its Internal Revenue Code, 
effective February 14. 


The luxury tax applies to both im- 
ported and domestically produced goods. 
It is leviable on imports at time of entry 
of the goods, -in addition to the regular 
import duty and the fixed import surtax 
of 15 percent ad valorem. 





Items subject to the luxury tax and - 


new rates are as follows: 

Alcohol beverages, four-fifths U. S. 
quart, $1.60; beer and other malt bev- 
erages and carbonated .beverages, four- 
fifths U. S. quart, $0.04; cigars, per 100, 
$1.50; cigarettes, per 100, $0.30;  per- 
fumes, cosmetics, toilet preparations, ad 
valorem, 20 percent; sirups for prepara- 
tion of soft drinks, four-fifths U. S. quart, 
$0.24. 

Also, a new ad valorem 20 percent 
rate applies to such luxury items as 
jewelry, watches, and clocks costing $50 
or more, and miscellaneous accessories, 
including precious metalworks, playing 
cards, and games.—Emb., Monrovia. 


MEXICO 


Import Tariff Correction os 


The ad valorem duty for fraction No. 
7.11.07 of the Mexican import tariff, an- 
nounced in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
April 27, 1953, page 15, column 1, line 6, 
should be 70 (same) instead of 80 (70) 
as there shown, 

It should be noted that the dutiable 
unit for classifications Nos. 7.11.07 and 
7.11.09, which was previously legal kilo- 
gram, is now gross kilogram. 


Lifts Ban on Cattle Export 


The Mexican ban on export of live 
cattle, imposed the latter part of April 
as a means of alleviating the meat short- 
age in Mexico City (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, May 18, 1953, p. 10,) was lifted 
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” 


by the Mexican Government in mid-May, 
according to unofficial information re- 
ceived by the U. S. Embassy.—U. §&. 
Department of Agriculture. 


MOZAMBIQUE 


Restricts Insecticide Imports 


Insecticides have been added to the 
list of goods whose importation into 
Mozambique is limited or prohibited to 
protect local industry, by an official 
Government notice. 


Permission to import insecticides will 
be granted an importer only when he 
can show that he has purchased from 
the local factory at least 25 percent by 
value of the amount he wishes to im- 
port.—Con., Lourenco Marques. 


The complete list of products subject 
in Mozambique to special import re- 
strictions for protective purposes is 
available from the Near Eastern and 
African Division, Office of International] 
Trade, Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 





PANAMA 


Prohibits Reexport of Firearms 


Reexportation of firearms and am- 
munition from Panama is now pro- 
hibited, by decree No. 148 of December 
12, 1952, published in the Official 
Gazette of March 23, 1953. 





TUNISIA 


Modifies Import Duties ; 


Tunisian import duty rates have been 
modified on many items, by an order 
of March 4, published in the Journal 
Officiel Tunisien of March 6. 

The new rates range from 3 to 25 per- 
cent ad valorem except for a few items 
on which specific rates are applicable. 

The complete list of items with their 
new import duty rates is available on 
loan from the Near Eastern and African 
Division, Office of International Trade, 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. 


Modifies Export Duties 


The Tunisian export duty on raw 
hides and skins, wet, salted, dry, or 


lime-processed, has been fixed at 10 per-. 


cent ad valorem by an order of March 
24, published in the Journal Officiel 
Tunisien of March 27. 

Duties on these items formerly ranged 
from 12 to 20 francs per 100 kilograms 
net. 





Philippine copra exports during April 
1953 reportedly totaled 41,256 long tons, 
a decrease of -bout 8 percent from the 
44,629 tons shipped in the preceding 
month and from the 45,049 tons exported 
during April 1952. 
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Canadian Economy Holds 
(Continued from Page 3) 
percent of the total, received the largest 
share of the increase, but receipts from 
the United Kingdom made the large rela- 
tive gain of 40 percent. Statistics are 
not yet available to indicate what com- 

modities registered the increase, 


The consensus of informed Canadians 
is that trade will remain high in 1953 
but probably will not reach the record 
levels of 1952, 


Bond Market Hit 


In addition to the depressing effect of 
the trade trend on Canadian balance of 
payments, there appears to have been 
also a substantial net outward movement 
of short-term capital this year as the 
result of developments in the New York 
money market. 

The rise in rates there, in consonance 
with changed U. S. Treasury debt man- 
agement policies, was followed by the 
sale of a considerable volume of Ca- 
nadian Government and provincial bonds 
by U. S. holders. This action had an 
unfavorable effect on the Canadian bond 
market, even though the Bank of Canada 
appears to have intervened to soften the 
shock. With easing prices, the yield on 
Government long-terms rose to 3.62, per- 
cent in April, and the rate for 3-month 
Treasury bills rose to 1.528 percent. 

The Finance Department announced 
early in May that it had repurchased 
$75,000,000 of the 3 percent Government 
bonds sold in New York in 1948 to U. S. 
insurance companies. These bonds were 
part of an issue of $150,000,000 to mature 
in 1963. The repurchased securities will 
be placed in the sinking fund. The U. S. 
funds required for the purchase were 
taken c'\t of exchange reserves. At the 
latest report, dated April 30, these re- 
serves totaled $1,843,700,000—somewhat 
lower than at the end of 1952 but higher 
than a year ago. 

Security prices, which had been weak- 
ening slightly during the first quarter, 
deteriorated. substantially during April, 
owing somewhat to the possibility of an 
easing in international tensions. 

The trade and security movements 
together, and probably also the balance 
of tourist trade, which is unreported, 
combined to depress the market value 
of the free floating Canadian dollar to 
almost par in the United States. Some 
of the decline can be accounted for as 
seasonal because imports from the 
United States are usually heaviest in the 
spring: months and the tourist movement 
northward to Canada has not yet begun 
in volume, 


Defense Spending High 

It was announced in April that Canada 
will contribute more than C$60,000,000 
to the C$885,000,000 4-year military- 
equipment program voted by the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization. 

With two-thirds of the 3-year defense 
program now passed, the Government 
has announced it has placed orders with 
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various producers in the amount of 
C$2,708,525,000. Of this, more than one- 
third was for aircraft. The program 
calls for C$5,000,000,000 for the 3 years, 
but officials believe it will turn out to 
be a 4-year C$6,000,000,000 plan, 

Most of the defense business went to 
Canadian firms, but the United States 
and Britain received some orders. Ca- 
nadian spending in the United States in 
1952 amounted to C$68,000,000 and the 
accumulated total since April 1951 has 
reached C$388,000,000, almost the exact 
amount of U. S. orders placed in Canada, 
which total C$387,339,000.—Emb., Ottawa, 





French Exports . 
(Continued from Page 10) 


quantities owned and still unused by the 
perfume manufacturers make the out- 
look for jasmine rather bleak. 

The tuberose is also undergoing a pe- 
riod of slow sales and increasing stocks, 
but the GIFPA is hoping to determine 
the future requirements of the toiletries 
manufacturers and planning production 
cutbacks to maintain prices and avoid 
overstocking. 


Rose essence is running counter to the 
general trend of falling prices and grow- 
ing stocks owing to a progressive de- 
cline in production in the past few years 
coupled with a continued strong demand. 
The GIFPA hopes to increase the yield 
of this flower, which is so important to 
perfume makers, by encouraging new 
plantings. It has proposed a bonus 
scheme for new vines, which it hopes 
will be adopted and financed by the Gov- 
ernment. It is also disseminating in- 
formation to the producers on the con- 
trol of buprestis, principal enemy of the 
rose plant. e 


Local Perfume Sales Lower 

Sales of finished perfumes and related 
products during 1952 maintained approxi- 
mately the same quantity level as dur- 
ing 1951. The present tendency, how- 
ever, is down. Both foreign and domes- 
tics sales in the first 3 months of 1953 
were reported to be lower than they were 
in the like period in 1952. 

According to an industry spokesman, 
the outlook for the rest of the year is un- 
certain, in view of the preséht instability, 
as these products are especially “sensitive 
to a domestic slump and to res in 
the foreign exchange rates, and exports 
are often dependent on negotiated trade- 
agreements.—Emb., Paris. 





The Government of Pakistan has set 
up a Grow More Food Emergency Com- 
mittee to make specific recommenda- 
tions for immediate action to meet the 
wheat deficit in that country. 

The Committee was given full power 
by the Government to implément its 
recommendations for an i nmed iate in- 
crease in the production of food grains, 
including measures to bring about an in- 
crease in the total area under cultiva- 
tion and an increase in yields. —Emb., 


World Trade Leads 


(Continued from Page 16) 


New York, Chicago, Milwaukee, Clinton- 
ville, and Washington, D, C, 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 








The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision has recently published ce 
following trade lists of which 
mimeographed copies may be ob- 
tained by firms domiciled in the 
United States from this Division 
and from Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices. The price is 
$1 a list for each country, 


Alcoholic Beverage Importers and 
Dealers—Japan. 


Canneries—Spain. 

Ceramic Manufacturers—Canada. 

Chemical Importers and Dealers— 
Costa Rica, 


Cotton, Raw; Importers, Dealers, 
Brokers, Agents, and Exporters—Nether- 
lands. 

Department Stores—Lebanon, 

Fertilizer Manufacturers and Exporters 
—Argentina, 

Furniture Importers and Dealers— 
Ecuador. 

Hospitals—Haiti. 

Laundry and Dry Gleaning Industry— 
Canatla, 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation Im- 
porters and Dealers—Luxembourg, 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation Im- 
porters and Dealers—Portugal. 

Musical Instrument Importers and 
Dealers—Colombia. 


Paper and Stationery Importers and 
Dealers—Cuba. 

Pulp and Paper Mills—Venezuela, 

Sawmills—Guatemala, 

Tobacco and Tobacco Product Import- 


ers, Dealers, and Manufacturers—Portu- 
gal, 





French Industry Guide 
Now Available 


The 1953 (20th) editi of 

uaire Industriel, pu 

aris, France ig available for 
consultation in th perc In- 
telligence Division, Depart. 
ment of Commerce, ‘Washington, 
D. C. This three-volume publica. 
tion, in French, is a comprehensive 
directory of manufacturing indus 
tries in France. 


The directory is Sik the pub 


United States t te pba 
r's New York Sc 
roducts Co., P, "Box " 


Church Street Station, New York 8, 
N. Y, 
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DOING BUSINESS ABROAD 





Mexico Now Regulates 
Medicinal Advertising 


A schedule for cancellation or periodic 
review of all advertising material on 
medicinal products and toilet, cosmetic, 
hygienic, and similar articles has been 


established by the Mexican Ministry of 
Health and Public Welfare, acting 
under authority of article 27 of the 
Sanitary Code of December 31, 1949, 
by an announcement published in the 
Diario Oficial of May 7. 


Such advertising includes scientific, 
popular, press, movie, radio, television, 
national, or foreign advertising. 


Schedule Established 

The new schedule is as follows: 

@ The Ministry during a period of 6 
months from date of publication of the 
announcement shall proceed with the 
cancellation of all advertising author- 
ized during 1950 and all preceding years, 
as it is deemed that such material is no 
longer in accord with the advances 
of science. 


@ Interested parties are given a_pe- 
riod of 6 months from date of publica- 
tion of the announcement to present 
to the Ministry for review all adver- 
tising matter authorized in 1951. If at 
the end of that time the parties have 
not complied and continue publishing 
or disseminating advertising, authoriza- 
tion of its use shall be automatically 
canceled without preventing imposition 
of other sanctions provided by law. 


e All advertising matter authorized 
in 1952 shall be presented for review 
during the first 6 months of 1954, and 
so on for each successive year. That 
is, advertising matter authorized in one 
year must be presented for review dur- 
ing the first 6 months of the second 
year following. 


(These regulations should be noted 
in Department of Commerce publication 
“Mexico: Pharmaceutical Regulations,” 
Industrial Reference Service, vol. 3, pt. 
2, No. 8, April 1945, p. 3.) 





Philippines Extends Laws 
To Increase Tax Rates 


Legislation which would extend until 
December 31, 1954, the laws providing 
for increased stamp, percentage sales, 
specific, corporate, and individual in- 
come tax rates was passed in mid-May 
by the Philippine Congress. The bills 
have been sent to the President for sig- 
nature, and early approval is antici- 
pated, 

Of the five tax laws involved, Re- 
public Acts 567, 588, 589, and 600 will 
expire December 31, 1953. Republic 
Act 590, which provided for higher 
rates of personal income tax, expired 
on December 31, 1952.—Emb., Manila. 


dune 8, 1953 


Libya Rules Minerals Are State-Owned 


All minerals in Libyan territory are 
the property of the State, under the 
provisions of a new minerals law govern- 
ing the exploration and exploitation 
of minerals in Libya passed by the 
Libyan Parliament on May 5. 


‘‘Minerals’’ are defined in the law as 
‘‘all material of economic value which 
forms part of the land or is naturally ex- 
tracted from it, including petroleum and 
natural gas,’’ but vegetable matter and 
stone used in building are specifically ex- 
cluded. Ordinary salt also is excluded 
from the provisions of the law, as it is 
covered by separate legislation. 


No one may explore, extract, ex- 
ploit, or acquire minerals in Libya ex- 
cept by permit or by a monopoly granted 
in accordance with the procedure estab- 
lished under the new law. 


Application Procedure Outlined 

Applications for exploration of min- 
erals must be submitted to the Federal 
Minister of Finance and Economics, 
who if he approves their consideration 
will refer them to the Wali, or Governor, 
of the Province, where the permits will 
be prepared and fees therefor deter- 
mined. Applications are then returned 
to the Mimister of Finance and Eco- 
nomics for further submission to and 
approval by the Council of Ministers. 

No license or monopoly will be 
granted for extraction or acquisition 
of any mineral except under regulations 
formulated or approved by the Minister 
of Finance and ratified by the Libyan 
Parliament. : 

All receipts, royalties, or dues result- 





Oil Exploration in Israel 
To Be Started This Year 


Drilling for oil in Israel is expected to 
begin this year, according to an an- 
nouncement by an official of the Israel 
Ministry of Finance, 

The salient facts of this statement as 
released by Economic Horizons of May, 
published by the Jewish Agency for 
Palestine, are as follows: 


@ Seven groups have applied for a to- 
tal of 31 oil exploration licenses, some of 
which have already been granted and 
others are still being processed; 


® The land involved in these licenses 
totals 2 million acres, about 40 percent 
of the area of Israel; 

@ The groups applying for licenses 
include United States, Canadian, Swiss, 
British, and Israeli capital; 


® According to Israel’s Petroleum 
Law, exploration must begin within 4 
months of the granting of a license and 
drilling must begin within 2 years.— 
Emb., Tel Aviv. 


ing from the granting of a license or 


concession accrue to the Federal Gov- 
ernment with the exception of taxes and 
fees leviable by the Provincial Govern- 
ments, 

The new minerals law is to come into 
force on the date of its publication in 
the Official Gazette of Libya, which is 
expected shortly.—Leg., Tripoli. 

An unofficial translation of the Ara- 
bic text of the law is available on loan 
from the Near Eastern and African 
Division, Office of International Trade, 


U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 





Costa Rica Provides 
For Debt Settlement 


Legislation for the settlement of the 
U. S.-held foreign debt was passed by 
the Costa Rican Legislative Assembly 
on April 30, and became effective on 
May 16, 1953. The terms finally agreed 
upon are similar to those which have 
been the subject of discussion during 
the past year between the United States 
Foreign Bondholders Protective Associa- 
tion and the Costa Rican Government. 

In summary, the new law provides 
that: 

® New Bonds for the Consolidation of 
the American Debt, 1953, will be issued 
and exchanged at par for the following 
defaulted issues: Gold Bonds of the 
Amortizable Foreign Fund, 7 percent, 
1926; Pacific Railroad Bonds, 714 per- 
cent, 1926; Conversion Bonds, 5 percent, 
Gold, 1932; and Conversion Bonds of the 
Pacific Railroad, 5 percent, 1933. 


® Interest on the new bonds will be 
1% percent for 1953, 2 percent for 1954, 
2% percent for 1955, and 3 percent for 
1956 and subsequent years until the debt 
is totally paid. Interest is payable semi- 
annually in U. S. dollars. 

® Overdue interest payments on the 
two 1926 defaulted issues will be settled 
by giving bondholders new issues equiv- 
alent to 10 percent of their defaulted 
holdings. Special provision also is made 
for settlement of overdue interest pay- 
ments on other defaulted bonds. 


@ All defaulted bonds must be ex- 
changed by December 31, 1955, although 
the Executive Power may extend this - 
deadline if necessary. 

®@ The new bonds will be amortized by 
open market purchases by the Central 
Bank of Costa Rica. During the first 3 
years the Government will earmark for 
this purpose sums equivalent to the in- 
terest payable in those years, and there- 
after $515,520 each year. 


e If the open market price exceeds 
the face value, amortization will be ac- 
complished by semiannual drawings. 














FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





Washington State Third International 
Trade Fair Reorganized for 1954 


Seattle is planning its third international trade fair to be held Feb- 
ruary 11-24, 1954, under the name of Washington State Third Interna- 


tional Trade Fair. 


Originally scheduled for August 1952, under a different title, with 
participation limited to Far Eastern countries, it now is inviting partici- 


pation from all Pacific Rim countries, 
Western’ South America, Mexico, the 
Pacific insular countries, and all Far 
Eastern and Southeast Asian countries, 
including India and Pakistan, a total of 
well over 30 countries. 

Other basic changes include wider 
country participation and greater em- 
phasis on gifts, handicrafts, and toys 
but not to the exclusion of products 
shown at previous fairs. Seattle’s Gift 
Show will be held concurrently. 

The fair will be held in the Civic Audi- 
torium in Seattle under the management 
of International Trade Fair, Inc., a non- 
profit and voluntary organization com- 
posed of leading civic, business, and pro- 
fessional men in the State of Washington. 
This organization was formed to help 
the Far Eastern and southeast Asian 
countries to greater self-sufficiency 
through increased trade, travel, and in- 
terchange of ideas. It is supported by 
the State of Washington and private con- 
tributions from individuals and _busi- 
nesses in the Northwest. 


Arts, Crafts Encouraged 


To encourage these countries to de- 
velop handicrafts, arts, gifts, toys, and 
dolls for export and to advise them on 
their selection for the American market, 
Egil E, Krogh, President of the Fair, is 
making a personal tour in June and July 
through Japan, the Philippines, Hong 
Kong, Indonesia, Thailand, Burma, India, 
and Pakistan. 

The fair management is considering 
setting up a marketing conference at the 
University of Washington to be held at 
approximately the same time as the fair. 
Business, Government, and trade leaders 
would be invited to participate in a short 
and comprehensive seminar on ‘Selling 
in the American Market.”’ 

An article on the Washington State 
Fair appeared in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, February .23, 1953, page 23. 

Further information concerning this 
event may be had from Washington State 
Third International Trade Fair, 215 Co- 
lumbia Street, Seattle, Wash. 





The Orissa State Government proposes 
to establish new industries within the 
next 2 years, including paper, aluminum, 
ferromanganese, and spinning and weav- 
ing mills. In addition, the State has ob- 
tained sanction from the Central Gov- 
ernment for setting up one jute and two 
sugar mills.—Con, Gen., Bombay. 
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Italian Fair Features 


Mechanized Farming 


An International Agricultural Exposi- 
tion will be held on the outskirts of 
Rome, at Tre Fontane, July 26-October 
30, 1953, under the auspices of interested 
Italian Government agencies. This event 
has been recognized as an International 
Exposition both by the Bureau Interna- 
tional des Expositions at Paris and by 
the Italian Ministry of Industry and 
Commerce. 

The purposes of the Exposition are: 

® To demonstrate the importance of 
agriculture, 

® To acquaint the public with the most 
modern and practical methods in agri- 
culture, particularly in regard to the use 
of agricultural machinery. 

® To demonstrate that the progress of 
agriculture depends to a large extent 
upon the development of agricultural in- 
dustries. 

® To further relations between the 
agricultural groups of various countries. 

® To develop international commercial 
relations and collaboration through tech- 
nical and scientific congresses. 

Over 5,000 exhibitors and an excep- 
tionally large number of visitors are 
expected because of interest in the Ex- 
hibition as a survey of both Italian agri- 
culture and international progress in 
mechanized farming, and the other ac- 
tivities, such as national and interna- 
tional conferences which will accompany 
the exhibition. Side trips to monuments, 
neighboring farms, and manufacturing 
plants also will be organized. 

The approximate total area of the 
grounds is 2,000,000 square meters (1 sq. 
m.=10.76 sq. ft.) of which some 120,000 
square meters will be in permanent 
buildings originally designed for the pro- 
posed 1942 Italian World’s Fair. The 
exhibits are to be set up in 18 sections as 
follows: 

1. Land reclamation, 
provement, 
credit. 

2. Agricultural production: wheat, rice, and 
other cereals, sugar beets, olives, tobacco, 
vines, etc. 

3. Animal breeding and livestock products, 
poultry, etc., by spetific sectors. 

4. Farm machinery. 

5. Fertilizers and insecticides giving special 
attention to modern products. 

6. Textiles (fibers and industrial products). 

7. Federation of agrarian consortia and 
other agricultural cooperative organizations, 


8. Agricultural handicraft. 
9. Dairy products, 


irrigation, land im- 
rural housing, and agricultura] 


New York Gift Show 


To Be International 


The First International Gift and Fancy 
Goods Show will be held at the Astor 
Hotel in New York, August 24-30, 1953, 
under the organization and management 
of Charles Snitow of New York, who also 


produces and manages -the National 
Hardware Show and the International 
Motor Sports Show. 


Foreign manufacturers are invited to 
exhibit. The show management advises 
that reservations for space have been 
received from leading manufacturers of 
giftwares and allied products from Italy, 
Germany, Spain, France, Great Britain, 
Austria, and Switzerland, 


Exhibits will occupy approximately 
25,000 square feet. The purpose of the 
show, the first of its kind to be held in 
the United States, is to display all types 
of giftwares, fancy goods, and allied 
products, principally to a trade audience 
of distributors, wholesalers, dealers, and 
chain and department store buyers; also 
to provide a medium whereby foreign 
manufacturers may secure agents in the 
United States to handle their wares. 


The management states that experts 
have estimated the annual volume of 
trade in giftyares as approaching $1 
billion. Goods included in this market 
are: Silverware, glassware, ceramics, 
chinaware, pottery, leather goods, straw- 
work and basketware, flatware, cutlery, 
lamps, lamp shades, chandeliers, an- 
tiques, artware, jewelry, vanity cases, 
powder compacts, smokers’ requisites, 
small furniture, pictures, picture frames, 
home furnishings, art needlework, dia- 
ries, calendars, linens, scarves, shawls, 
handcrafts, toys, gourmet specialties, 
chocolate and candies, stationery, clocks 
and watches, 


The organizers predict a successful, 
productive show with 5 full trading days 
and the last 2 days open to the general 
public. 

Further information on this event may 
be had from Charles Snitow, Interna- 
tional Gift and Fancy Goods Show, Inc., 
Suite 1103, 331 Madison Avenue, New 
York 17, N. Y. 





10. Wine and olive oil. 

11. Food pccas industry, freezing, etc. 

12. Hunting and fishery. 

13. Horticulture, fruit culture, and garden- 
ing (nurseries and flowers). 

4. Mountain erosion control, forestry, me- 
dicinal plants, and essences. 

15. International section devoted to agri- 
culture in the various countries. 

16. Italian and foreign agricultural publica- 
t 


ions. 

17. Agricultural training, 

18. Modern farm. 

Further information coneerning this 
event may be had from E. Seiler, Intra- 
Mar Shipping Corporation, 11 Broadway, 
New York 4, N. Y., or from the Agricul- 
tural Exhibition, Rome, 1953 Via Bar- 
berini 86, Rome, Italy, 
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TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 








MARITIME NOTES | 


- The Great Lakes ore fleet hauled 
8,403,842 tons of iron ore in April, the 
second highest haulage in ore-shipping 
history, the Lake Superior Iron Ore 
Association reports. 

The record total of 8,868,286 tons for 
April was made in 1949. As of May 1 
ore shipments this year were 2,184,552 
tons ahead of those of 1952. 


The first English Admiralty decision 
on a fog collision involving two ships 
guided by radar is that radar and other 
electronic devices do not relieve the cap- 
tain of the responsibility of following the 
navigation rules of the sea. 


The two ships involved were the N. O. 
Rogenaes and the Prins Alexander. The 
judge held the second vessel responsible 
for moving ‘too swiftly and changing 
course too suddenly while depending on 
its indicators, 


Zim Israel Navigation Company is 
completing negotiations to build a 10,- 
000-ton, 500-passenger liner for regular 
service in the Mediterranean trade and 
for special cruises. 

The vessel reportedly will be built in 
Scotland. The Bank of England has con- 
sented to lend the money, 2,300,000 
pounds sterling, repayable in 5 years. 

Government subsidies to the American 
Merchant Marine will continue, but the 
entire problem will be reviewed, Secre- 
tary of Commerce Sinclair Weeks has 
declared. 


The Secretary also says that the great- 
est evaluation of the Merchant Marine 
in more than a score of years will be 
carried out, 





India Plans To Expand 
Telephone Facilities 


Provision of telephone facilities at all 
district headquarters throughout India, 
as well as at all stations with popula- 
tions of over 30,000 is the plan of the 
Posts and Telegraphs Department, the 
Postmaster General of Madras has 
stated, 

The possibility of opening telephone 
exchanges in places of commercial im- 
portance or where there is public de- 
mand for them is also being investi- 
gated, he says. 

Telephone exchanges are being opened 
at centers where there is public demand 
on a cooperative basis under the “own- 
your-exchanges” plan, which calls for 
an initial advance of 50,000 rupees from 
the ultimate beneficiaries to the Posts 
and Telegraphs Department. (1 rupee= 
about US$0.21 at current exchange rate.) 

The number of telephones in India 
increased from 115,000 on August 15, 


June 8, 1953 


1947, to 200,000 on April 8, 1953, ac- 
cording to the Postmaster General. 


Telephone exchanges in India on April 
1 numbered 604, and in Madras postal 
circle, 109. Telephone public call offices 
in India totaled 1,839, in Madras 
circle 441, 

Madras postal circle includes all 
Indian post offices in the States of 
Madras, Mysore, Travancore-Cochin, 
Hyderabad, and Coorg. It also includes 
Indian post offices in French settle- 
ments in South India. 





Belgium Plans for TV 


Inauguration in Fall 


The National Radiobroadcasting In- 
stitute (INR) charged with the develop- 
ment of Belgian television during an ini- 
tial period of 3 years, has awarded con- 
tracts for construction and installation 
of studio and transmitting equipment in 
preparation for the inauguration of TV 
broadcasting in October of this year. 
Two separate systems of TV broadcasts 
were authorized, according to an earlier 
governmental decision based on the ex- 
istence of French and Flemish language 
groups in Belgium. 

A system of 819 lines will be used*for 
the French language broadcasts, and a 
system of 625 lines for the Flemish 
broadcasts. Belgian radio manufacturers 
have decided on receiver designs which 
will permit reception of both types of 
these Belgian broadcasts. 

Because of the possibilities for re- 
ceiving Dutch, French, and German 
broadcasts, many of the Belgian receiv- 
ers will be designed to permit reception 
of one or more broadcast channels from 
these neighboring countries. An esti- 
mated 4 million persons will be within 
range of the four low-power television 
transmitters that willbe put into opera- 
tion during the initial phase of broad- 


. casting. 





Singapore Announces New 
Rates for Air Postage : 


Airmail postage rates from Malaya 
to many oversea countries were in- 
creased effective April 1. The increases 
are necessary, according to a statement 
by the Postmaster General of Malaya, 
because of the increased cost of airmail 
conveyance which became effective on 
the same date. 

The actual cost of conveying a half- 
ounce letter by air from Malaya to 

reat Britain would be increased by 
19.65 cents, necessitating an increase in 
the airmail postage rate from 50 cents 
to 70 cents per half-ounce. Air parcel- 
post rates have been correspondingly 
increased. ; 

Domestic airmail rates also were in- 
creased on April 1; from 15 to 30 cents 
per pound in addition to the ordinary 
internal parcel-post rates, 


NAMC in The Hague 
Regulated by Law 


A law regulating the organization of 
the Foundation of the National Aviation 
Medical Center, in The Hague, has been 
published. The objects of the Foundation, 
according to that law, are as follows: 

® Examination of persons for aviation. 

© Testing, controlling, and investiga- 


tion of equipment in the field of aviation 
medicine. 


@ Execution of tasks in connection 
with giving advice in the field of aviation 
medicine. 

® Execution and promotion of pure 
scientific research, directly or indirectly 
related to aviation medicine. 

® Promotion of other work in the 
field of aviation medicine. 

Funds for the Foundation are to be 
provided by an annual cash grant from 
the State, and by fees collected by the 
Foundation in exchange for private and 
other contract »work, for medical ex- 
aminations, and other activities. The 
Foundation has been in operation for 
about 14 months. 





East Pakistan Improves 
Inland Water Transport 


Steps were taken during the first 
quarter of 1953 to improve and modern- 
ize inland water transport in East Pakis- 
tan by the introduction of new methods 
and techniques of propulsion and towage. 
Trial progressive towage operations were 
undertaken at Kaligachia, near Nara- 
yanganj. 

A number of countries were taking 
active interest in the trials, which were 
expected to provide valuable data for 
demonstration of the “Pilot Project” 
proposed to be launched under the aus- 
pices of the Government of Pakistan 
and the United Nations Technical Assist- 
ance Administration. 


New Moforship Delivered to 


Finland's Merchant Marine 


The 6,500-ton motorship Finnsailor 
has been formally transferred to its 
owner, Enzo Gutzeit of Helsinki, Fin- 
land. It is the fourth ship to be built 
by De Merwede shipyard at Hardinxveld 
for Finnish account. 

The yard has 4 more ships on order 
for Finland, including an _ 8,500-ton 
passenger-freighter to be launched in a 
few months. 

Finland’s merchant marine is ex- 
pected.to be augmented by 12 Dutch- 
built ships this year, with a total ton- 
nage of about 100,000. 








British East Africa accounted for 
about one-third of the 1952 world sisal 
supply, compared with less than one- 
fourth before the war. 
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TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 


Port of Malaga Shows 
Increase in Tonnage 


The movement of ships and traffic 
through the port of Malaga, Spain, 
showed a marked increase in 1952, mak- 
ing it one of the best years since the 
1929 record level, according to official 
Spanish publitations. 

The actual number of ships of foreign 
registry entering or leaving the port 
of Malaga continued, however, to rep- 
resent only a limited percentage of 
the prewar total of foreign vessels. In 
1952 there were 17 ships flying the 
U. S. flag calling at this southern port, 
as compared with 12 in 1951, 27 in 1950, 
39 in 1933, and 28 in 1929. 

Spanish ships leaving or arriving at 
the port of Malaga in 1952 numbered 10. 
Tonnages of these ships stopping in 
Malaga, however, were higher in 1929 
than in 1951 or 1952. 

Total freight moving into or out of 
the port in 1952 was approximately 8 
percent greater than the 1929 level, 
according to official port statistics. Fig- 
ures on total movementy however, in- 
cluded a considerable amount of coast- 
wise traffic, which showed increases of 
30 and 16 percent over 1929 and 1951, 
respectively, A comparison of foreign 
trade, including both import and export 
commodities but excluding coastwise 
traffic, shows a decline of approximately 
20 percent during 1951 and 1952 from 
the 1929 level. 





Thorshavn, capital of the Faroe 
Islands, shifted from manual to fully 
automatic telephone service on May 1. 

Thorshavn now has 920 telephone sub- 
scribers, or 150 for every 1,000 people, 
whereas for the Islands as a whole the 
coverage is 75 for every 1,000. The new 
Thorshavn central is presently adapted 
to serve 1,500 subscribers, but the ca- 
pacity can be increased .to 4,000, 





International Telegraph 
Committee in Session 


The International Telegraph Con- 
sultative Committee of the International 
Telecommunication Union was _ sched- 
uled to hold its Seventh Plenary As- 
sembly at Arnhem, Netherlands, May 
26-June 13, 1953, the U. S. Department 
of State has announced. 

Under the terms of Article 8 of the 
International Telecommunication ‘Con- 
vention of October 2, 1947, the Inter- 
national Telegraph Consultative Com- 
mittee was directed ‘‘to study technical, 
operating, and tariff questions relating 
to telegraphy and facsimile and to issue 
recommendations on them.” 

At its Six Plenary Assembly in Brus- 
sels, May 10-29, 1948, the Committee 
established 11 international study 
groups to investigate questions within 
the following fields: general telegraphy, 
telegraph channels, telegraph apparatus, 
facsimile, protection, vocabulary and 


symbols, telegraph switching, the de- 
velopment of a European network, 
operation, tariffs and services offered 
to users, and Telex service. Additional 


subjects were assigned to the Com- 
mittee for study by the International 
Telegraph and Telephone Conference 
held at Paris May 18-August 5, 1949. 


The Committee has no formal agenda 
for its Seventh Plenary Assembly. Its 
work will consist of a review of the 
reports and recommendations prepared 
by the various study groups on their 
assigned subjects; the adoption of 
recommendations; the formulation of 
new questions for study; and the taking 
of decisions, as necessary, on matters 
connected with the administration of 
the Committee until its next Plenary 
Assembly. 





& 
Brazil, which was a minor sisal pro- 
ducer until nearly the close of the war, 
now ranks second with 16 percent of 
the world’s total output, 
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